Have a wonderful,
peaceful holiday season.
Hold your families
and friends close
and cherish them!
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TWENTY-SIX STRINGED INSTRUMENTS—
NOT TO BE MISSED AT
by
DECEMBER 13 LUNCHEON! Eva Pappas
At long last! We will have FAIRFAX COUNTY students from West Springfield High School entrancing
us with holiday music! For many of us, it has been a while since we have been in the presence of so many
young students!
The West Springfield Orchestra Program consists of four outstanding string ensembles. Ms. Herrera,
their conductor, takes pride in her students for their dedication to each other along with their passion for
music and performance.
The West Springfield Orchestra Program has been consistently recognized with Superior ratings at
Virginia state assessments and national competitions.
All of Ms. Herrera’s groups perform publicly throughout the year at various venues within the
community. Some of their more memorable highlights have been performances at the White House, a
summer tour of Scotland in 2017, and their Chamber Orchestra had the privilege of performing at the 2015
Virginia’s Music Educators’ Conference.
There is no better way to get into the holiday spirit than to hear and cheer on these young
performers. This is one holiday program, you will not want to miss.
Ask your friends and neighbors to join us. Be sure to call in or email your reservations by
December 7, 2018. Our luncheon is Thursday, December 13, 2018. More information is on page 2.
See you all at the Elks Lodge on December 13. Remember, the more, the merrier!♦
*****************************************************************************************
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THESE DATES:
December 5, 2018—12:00 noon—Legislative Luncheon
December 4, 2018—Your attendance is needed at
at the FEA Office.
the FC Board of Supervisors when they
December 6, 2018—8:30 a.m.—Legislative Breakfast
vote on public employees’
at the FCRE Office located in the Apple Federal
PENSIONS!!!
Credit Union in Springfield. Please come in the
employees’ entrance on the right of the
building.

DECEMBER 13, 2018
MEMBER
LUNCHEON LOCATED AT:

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS:
Reservations must be received by phone, mail or email no
later than 12:00 noon on Friday, December 7, 2018! We
have to give the Elks Lodge the exact number by that
date and time. Please call, mail, or email early!!!
BY MAIL—Mail your name, name (s) of guests, and
check for $15 for members; $18 for guests. Make your
checks payable to FCRE, and mail to
Fairfax County Retired Educators
Luncheon Reservations
P.O. Box 682
Springfield, Virginia, 22150-0682
OR

Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd. (Route 50)
Fairfax, Virginia
AGENDA:
11:00 a.m.—Social Hour and Cash Bar—meet
and greet your friends!
11:30 a.m.—Lunch!
12:30 p.m.—Program: West Springfield Strings—See
page 1
Business Meeting:
Choosing the Nominating Committee
for officers of FCRE for 2019-20.

CALL: 703-923-9877—Leave your name (please spell),
phone number, and name of guest(s)
OR EMAIL AT
LUNCHEON@fcre.org
We still want the same information: your name, and your
guest(s) if any.

********INCLEMENT WEATHER*************

Cost of Luncheon: $15.00 for members
If there is inclement weather, and the Fairfax County
Schools are closed, our FCRE activity is canceled. If there
is a FCPS delayed opening, the FCRE activity will take
place. We follow the school system’s closing and late
opening schedule.

$18.00 for each guest.
Members and guests without reservations may be
accommodated at $21.00 per person only if space is
available.
Unclaimed reservations will be billed.
Note: Vegetarian meals are available. Just tell us when you
make your reservation!

THANK YOU,

APPLE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION!!
FCRE would like to thank the Apple Federal
Credit Union for their continued support in
our activities!
We really appreciate you!!

REMEMBER: FCRE recommends:
Do NOT under any circumstances
withdraw from your Fairfax County
Public Schools-sponsored health insurance.
If you do, you cannot rejoin!
2

NOMINATING
COMMITTEE TO BE CHOSEN
DECEMBER 13, 2018

GOT BOOKS?
BRING YOUR BOOKS
ON DECEMBER 13!!!
FCRE is encouraging its members to bring a book or
two or more to the December Luncheon to

The duty of the FCRE Nominating Committee is
to select a slate of officers to lead FCRE. Every year
the Vice President and the Secretary are elected.
This year, 2018, the offices of President Elect,
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer are to be filled.
The Nominating Committee will select nominees to fill
these posts.
The Nominating Committee shall include five to
seven members elected by the general membership. The
selection of nominees to this committee will take place
during the business portion of the second membership
meeting of the year which is October 11, 2018, but has
been extended to December 13, 2018.
Nominations for the choosing of members of the
Nominating Committee shall be made from the floor,
provided the individual has agreed to be nominated. If 5
to 7 people are chosen from the floor, the President may
entertain a motion that the 5 to 7 be elected by
acclamation.

support BOOKS ARE FOOD FOR YOUR BRAIN!
This organization was started by four retired teachers
dedicated to putting books into the hands of some of
the neediest children. The organization is based at
the FOOD FOR OTHERS Food Bank in Fairfax.
They distribute books to families who use the food
bank’s services.
Needed books include new or gently used
board books, read aloud picture books, easy readers,
and chapter books through fourth grade level.
Start collecting books now and bring the
books to the December 13 Luncheon to help a
worthy cause. Make kids happy!

SUPPORT OUR SCHOLARSHIP FUND!
W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTION
501 C 3 TAX DEDUCTIBLE
CHOOSE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF:

____$5.00____$10.00_____$15.00 _____$20.00_____whatever
you can

MAKE CHECKS TO:
FCRE
W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP FUND
P. O. BOX 682
SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150-0682

__________Annual Or ________Endowment
NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________

___________________________________________

DETACH THIS FORM AND
MAIL IT WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION. YOU WILL RECEIVE A RECEIPT FOR YOUR
TAX RECORDS.

TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________

3

email

Travel Report for Advocate for December 2018
By Doris Patteson, Travel Coordinator
Our group of six just returned from Croatia, Slovenia and the Adriatic Coast!
This was an excellent time for our trip. The weather was almost perfect. We had 60-70 degree weather, beautiful
sunshine, and only two days of rain. One rainy day we were mostly on the bus so that provided a nice ride for sleeping. The other
rainy day we were at Lake Bled, and the rain and wind did prevent our boat ride on Lake Bled; but instead we got to visit the Bled
Castle which is a medieval castle built on a precipice above the city of Bled in Slovenia. It overlooks Lake Bled and has excellent
views of the city and the lake, and it is the oldest Slovenian castle.
This was also a good time to visit the area because we were just past the big tourist season and didn’t have to contend
with crowds. It was fall along the coast so we were able to enjoy the beautiful colors. We visited Croatia, Slovenia, Bosnia, and
Montenegro. The Adriatic Coast is stunning, with beautiful views of the hillside homes and landscape along the sea, and it
reminded me a bit of the Italian Amalfi Coast. Some of our favorite places included Dubrovnik where we walked the city walls and
enjoyed unbelievable views of the Adriatic Sea and the old walled city. The city has so much charm.
Another special place was Montenegro which is a Balkan country with rugged mountains, medieval villages, and a narrow
strip of beaches along the Adriatic coastline. We visited Kotor, a walled city built between the 12 th and 14th Century. The city has
several Romanesque churches and neat town squares with lots of quaint shops, appealing restaurants and outdoor cafes. It is
located along a fjord which winds around through the valley between mountains. The city is a UNESCO World Heritage site.
Another favorite was a long walk of about 2 ½ miles through a beautiful national park around the Plitvice Lakes. This is also
a UNESCO site. The lake views were stunning as they mirrored the surrounding trees and lovely fall colors as we walked among the
many waterfalls-- such a pleasant and relaxing walk.
Another favorite was Ljubljana, the capital of Slovenia. The city also had so many city squares with lots of neat eating
places, quaint shops, and beautiful buildings. A river runs through the city, and there are bridges of many styles and designs going
back and forth. Since we can’t describe all of our special experiences and give you the descriptions they deserve, you will just have
to go and check it out for yourself!
Our America’s Music Cities will be leaving on November 30. We have 16 people in that group, so we are looking forward to
a fun time and an opportunity to see some beautiful holiday lights. We will be staying in the Gaylord Opryland Resort in Memphis,
which is a magical place. We will have a report about that tour in our next newsletter.
There is still some room on “Portugal and Its Islands” even though our deposit date has passed. Let me know if you are
interested. You need to get your applications in for Scandinavia. If you need a brochure, let me know.
TRANSITIONING OUR TRAVEL TO THE SHILLELAGH'S TRAVEL CLUB: We will slowly transition our travel to Shillelagh’s
Travel Club as we told you in the last newsletter.
I will continue the travel that has been arranged for 2019, and in the spring we will start planning our trips for 2020. Let
me know if you have some suggestions for future travel. Shillelagh’s will manage the 2020 trips, but we will be choosing our
destinations and providing those to Shillelagh’s for their management.
We will still do Collette trips as always, but your reservations and management will be handled through Shillelagh’s. You
will also be able to take advantage of the Shillelagh's day trips and other offerings. This is a good company, and they will take good
care of you.
I will miss working with you but know you will be in good hands. You can feel free to call Trevor Major at Shillelagh’s and
request one of their catalogs at 703-242-2204 so you can start taking advantage of some of their special offerings.
Mr. Major will be sending out a letter to all the people on our mailing list after he takes over the 2020 travel in the spring
and give detailed instructions on how things will work.
NOTE: It is important for you to return the form sent in an earlier mailing to let me know if you wish to be on the mailing
list to receive information from Shillelagh's about our travel opportunities as well as their offerings. You can also email me and let
me know you wish to stay on our travel mailing list if you haven’t already.
NOTE: This is a different mailing list and database from the one from which you receive the Advocate. We are proud of
Collette-- the oldest tour operator in the United States, and operated by the third generation of the Collette family. They are a very
caring family and want to provide the best opportunities available to our clients. They consider us part of their family, and we will
continue to consider them our main travel operator. Request brochures at 703-534-3975 or dwpatteson@gmail.com. or
dpatteson@verizon.net
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES
by
Barbara Marshall. Director of Member Activities

THE CINEMA ARTS FILM GROUP———-

BRIDGE GROUPS
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Meets the 3rd Wednesday of the month when
school is in session. Participants attend the first
showing of the film selected followed by lunch and
film critique at First Watch. Anyone interested can
contact Alicia Clelland at clellaap@cox.net

2nd and 4th Monday Group — Meets 2nd and 4th
Monday mornings at 9:45 am. Contact person is
Barbara Marshall, 571-203-0375, or bmarshall12@
verizon.net. This group meets at the Vienna American
Legion. The Legion is located at 303 Center St., North
Vienna, Va 22180.
Tuesday Morning Group —Coordinator is Sandy Smith.
Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 9:30 am in homes.
Fourth Tuesday Evening Group — Coordinators:
Claudette Coffey and Joey Graves. Meets in homes at
7:00 pm.
1st, 3rd, and 5th Monday Bridge Group — Meets at
David R. Pinn Community Center on Zion Road in Burke
at 9:45—12:00. The contact people for this group are
Bunny Monroe (MissBunnyM@aol.com) and May Roy
(mroy99@verizon.net). This group has been meeting at
the Legion for the summer but will be back at the Pinn
Center on September 17.
Dave Matthews Afternoon Bridge Lesson will take place
the 2nd and 4th Mondays at the American Legion.(see
above) at 1:00 pm.

FINANCIAL PLANNING 101 FOR
FCRE RETIRED EDUCATORS ON
DECEMBER 10, 2018
RSVP BY DECEMBER 5, 2018!
Join retired teacher, Andy Mika, CFP® and
Board member of FCRE and from Pegasus Financial
Group on Monday, December 10 for the extended
Presentation/Group Discussion for RMDs at the
FCRE Office at 10:00 a.m. Please RSVP Andy Mika
at amika@pegasusfg.com by December 5, 2018!
So, get your questions ready for our experts on
financial planning for your retirement future. Even if
you have done planning, it is always good to hear what
someone has to say!♦

BOOK GROUPS
TENTATIVE CALENDAR FOR JANUARY, 2019
1. Annandale Book Group—Dottie Addison, coordinator.
Meets the 3rd Wednesdays at 12 noon at George Mason
Regional Library. Call Dottie at 703-971-8479 for more
information or email at daddison@wrsystems.com
2. Fairfax City Group — Sue Williams, coordinator. Meets
at 10:30 am on the 2nd Friday in the Barnes and Noble
at Fair Lakes. Sue’s contact information is suewms@
cox.net.
3. Vienna Tuesday Book Group — Joey Graves, coordinator.
Meets the 2nd Tuesday at the Providence Community
Center. Joey’s contact information is JoeyGraves1@
gmail.com
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Usually, the December newsletter would be
the final publication for FCRE in 2018, and we do
not have a publication until February, 2019
However, we will have a very short
publication in January, 2019, before we take our
bus to Richmond to lobby both houses of the state
legislature to make them aware of retirees’
concerns.
Expect this special edition of the Advocate
about the second week in January of 2019 with
FCRE/FEA-R’s Position Statement and information
about Lobby Day which is Thursday, January 24,
2019.
May I take this opportunity to wish you all
a joyous holiday season! The Editor.

FCRE COMING ATTRACTIONS!

SHILLELAGH TRAVEL CLUB PRESENTS:
BUS TRIP TO THE 2019 PHILADELPHIA FLOWER
SHOW!
Started in 1829, the Philadelphia Flower Show is the nation’s largest and longest running horticultural
event. Featured are stunning displays by the world’s premier floral and landscape designers.
PACKAGE INCLUDES: Motorcoach transportation, ticket entry into the show, tolls, and taxes. Lunch is on
your own, but the Reading Terminal Marker is nearby with its variety of food options.
COST: $105 PER PERSON {NON-REFUNDABLE}
RESERVATIONS: DEADLINE IS FEBRUARY 21, 2019. Call Shillelagh’s at 703-242-2204 from Monday to
Friday. Payment can be made by credit card or by sending a check—the office can explain the
procedure. Please mention you are an FCRE Member when making your reservation.
SCHEDULE:
7:15 a.m.—Depart Shillelagh Club Office at 100 East Street, SE, Vienna, VA (parking available)
8:00 a. m.—Depart Grosvenor Metro, Rockville, MD
11:00 a.m.—Arrive at the Flower Show “Flower Power” at the Philadelphia Convention Center
3:30 p.m.—Depart for home
7:00 p.m.—Arrive back at Grosvenor Metro
7:45 p.m.—Arrive back in Vienna, VA.
Join other FCRE members for a fun trip to the show and a look ahead to SPRING!

FCRE MEMBERS ENJOY TOUR & TEA AT GREEN SPRING GARDENS
On October 18, eleven FCRE members
gathered for a tour and a tea at Green Spring
Gardens in Alexandria, Va. The members toured the
fall demonstration gardens with a docent and then
gathered at the 1784 Historic House for a traditional
English afternoon tea. All enjoyed a lovely tour and
tasty treats at tea.
And by the way, this was the first of FCRE’s
efforts to provide more social opportunities for day
trips and shorter trips for our members! Good
turnout! Thank you all for supporting this event!
See above for the announcement about a
bus trip to the March Philadelphia Flower Show!
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Lobbyists, ADVOCATES, Interested Educators,
Stay tuned……………………..!!!!!!!!!!!!
Coming soon to your local FCRE ADVOCATE newsletter,all the
informationyou will need to know, in order to ADVOCATE for
education(al) retirees!!
If you would like to join us on this venture to ADVOCATE for your
colleagues, and to lobby all of our Northern Virginia Legislators,
the next FCRE ADVOCATE will have all the information that you
will need.
Expect the January FCRE ADVOCATE about the second week in
January!!
Watch for it!

But, planning ahead:
1. Retired Educators Lobby Day, Thursday, January 24, 2019
2. Lobby Day (for all educators), Monday, January 28,2019
On Monday, January 28 there will be a rally for all educators,
active and retired!!!!
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TIME SENSITIVE!

1. December 13, make your
reservation by December 7
2018.
2. February 14, 2019, make
reservation by February 8,
2019.
3. April 11, 2019; Make
reservation by March 8.
4. June 13, 2019; make
reservation by May 3, 2019.

DECEMBER 2018
FCRE ADVOCATE VOL. XL, No. 4
DECEMBER 2018
The FCRE Advocate is published by the FCRE—
Fairfax County Retired Educators exclusively for the
association membership.
©2018 Fairfax County Retired Educators, Inc.
Editor: Billie Johnson
Change of address, articles, letters, and comments
should be sent by mail only to:
Fairfax County Retired Educators
FCRE Advocate, P. O. Box 682,
Springfield, VA 22150-0682
Email: fcre@fcre.org
Website: www.fcre.org
**********************************************
Officers for 2018—2019(July1, 2018—June 30, 2019)
President..............................Cathy Shelton
Vice President..................... Eva Pappas
Secretary..............................Dennis Pfennig
Treasurer.............................Barbara Dent
Past President......................Billie Johnson
Parliamentarian..................Dennis Pfennig
************************************
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Budget and Finance.............Andy Mika
Communications...................To be announced
Health Benefits......................John Dent
History and Records..............To be announced.
Information and Publications—Billie Johnson

________________________________________

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, continued:
Legato School Museum..............To be announced
Government Relations/Legislative. Barbara Allen
Luncheon Director......................Phyllis Rittman
Membership.................................Valerie Shapiro
Member Activities.......................To be announced
Member Services Tours..............Doris Patteson
Parliamentarian...........................Dennis Pfennig
Program Director.........................Eva Pappas
W. Harold Ford Scholarship.......Phyllis Rittman
*********************************************
Office Manager.............................Cathy Shelton
Remembrances..............................TBA
50/50................................................Anita Francis
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