
  

 FCRE 

VOL. XXXIX, No. 3                                 FAIRFAX COUNTY, VA                             NOVEMBER  2017 

THE VIRGINIA GOVERNOR’S RACE, 2017 
by 

 
Dennis Joseph Pfennig 

 Off to the polls once again, this time November 7, to elect a new Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia.  
The two candidates are Ed Gillespie, Republican, and Ralph Northam, Democrat.  
 Gillespie was the 61st Chair of the Republican National Committee, counselor to President George W. Bush, 
and a lobbyist.  
 Northam is a pediatric neurologist and the state’s Lieutenant Governor. 
 The issue of support for public education divides the two. The issue is an important one as the support for public 
schools in Virginia is today 11% less than in 2009. In addition, today the average teacher salary has fallen to 32nd in the 
nation. The average teacher salary is now $7,900 below the national average. 
 If elected, Republican Gillespie’s platform calls for signing the Tebow Bill, which will permit home schooled 
students the opportunity to participate on their school district’s sports teams; eliminating the requirement that home 
schooled families pay tuition to access Virtual Virginia, the Department of Education’s system for online digital course-
work; appointing a Teacher Cabinet to advise his administration on education; and reforming Teacher Licensure to cre-
ate an Adjunct Teacher category that would permit skilled-engineers or scientists, without formal teacher training, to 
conduct “limited” classes in public schools. 
 Gillespie has harshly condemned Governor Terry Mcauliffe’s vetoing of bills favoring vouchers and support for 
unaccountable charter schools. Gillespie has accepted more than $100,000 in campaign contributions from the DeVos 
family—that of President Trump’s Education secretary, recently condemned by the National Education Association for 
her policies. In addition, Americans for Prosperity, a group founded by the Koch brothers, global oil tycoon, whose 
agenda includes defunding public schools in favor of for-profit education, has endorsed Gillespie. 
 If elected, Democrat Northam promises to sign legislation that will raise teacher pay. 
 Northam is quoted: 
            “If we’re going to stress the importance of public education, we have to make teachers a priority…. 
 That’s how you help people, and that is how you build a 21st century economy…. 
              I want to give more children the kind of opportunities I had.” 
 Northam has pledged to uphold Virginia’s strict regulation of charter school growth and accountability, veto 
vouchers, spearhead the expansion of pre-K education, continue Standards of Learning (SOL) reform, expand the num-
ber of students taking computer science, coding, and advanced placement courses, and break the school-to-prison pipe-
line. Like his GOP opponent he pledged to have educators and schooling advocates advise his administration when it 
comes to education issues. 
 Both men stress that they are in tune to the needs of the lower and middle classes. Gillespie makes mention in 
his television advertisements that his grandfather was a janitor and his parents grocers while Norham claims that he can 
name all his teachers from kindergarten through high school and that public school education is the basis for all he has 
accomplished. 
 Election of a Governor will set the state for the future of public education in Virginia for the next four years. 
Yes, there are other issues besides public schooling that divide the two political parties, and all these issues must be tak-
en into account when weighing candidates.  
 But, if you gave about half of your life to Fairfax County Public Schools, the stands of Gillespie and Northam on 
public education should play a major role on how you vote on November 7, 2017.♦ 

VOTE ON NOVEMBER 7, 2017!!!! 
************************************************************************************************
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NEXT LUNCHEON  
DECEMBER 14, 2017 

 
MAKE RESERVATIONS BY 

DECEMBER 8, 2017 
 

  LUNCHEON LOCATED AT: 
Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd. (Route 50) 

Fairfax, Virginia 
AGENDA: 

11:00 a. m.-Social Hour and cash bar--meet and greet 
         friends. 
11:30 a. m.– Luncheon Menu:   
         Turkey and all the Fixin’s! 
           
12:30 p. m.-Program:  The Sojourners for a musical           
                    holiday program!  
 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY! 

THANK YOU! 
FCRE would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Apple Federal Credit Union  for their continued support 
in our activities.  We really appreciate you! 

 If  ice, snow, or other inclement weather occurs on the 
days of our luncheons or activities, please listen to your 
radio or television.  If Fairfax County Public Schools are 
closed, our activities are cancelled as well.  If FCPS 
opens late, our activities will operate on time. 
   

REMEMBRANCES  
Fairfax County Retired Educators is saddened to  

announce the loss of one of its members: 
 

Dianne McCauley 
September 14, 2017 

 
Our thoughts and prayers are with her 

family and friends. 

GOVERNMENT  
RELATIONS TEAM 

by 
 

Barbara Allen, Director 

 Please mark your calendars for the following 
dates: 
 November 16—10:00 am—FEA Office 
 January 11, 2018—10:00 am—FEA Office 
 January 25, 2018—Lobby Day in Richmond 
Lots of planning and organizing for our legislative  
breakfast and legislative luncheon and Lobby Day to be  
done! Our Position Statement must be written!  
 
 We will look forward to seeing you! 
 Stay tuned for future information! 

WELCOME TO  
NEW MEMBERS! 

FCRE would like to take this oppor-
tunity to welcome the new members 
listed below! We are so glad you have 
joined us, and I don’t think you will  
regret it. 
 Please come to our luncheon 
meetings to find out what is going on 
in our organization., and  enjoy the 

speakers we bring in. If  you have program suggestions, 
please let us know. We are always looking for new and 
interesting programs! 
 Travel with us for the time of your life! Our trips 
are great fun, and our travel person finds wonderful places 
to go. 
 We also try to protect your pensions and benefits 
on the local and state level. We will be going to Richmond 
on January 25, 2018, to stand with other educators in the 
state to speak for education retirees and those still on the 
job. 
 Without further ado, welcome to FCRE! 

Camille Brown 
 
Lynne L. Dubin 
 
Vicki Emery 
 
Barbara Evans 
 
Susan Evans 
 
Helena Ferret 
 
Barbara Robinson 
 
Kathryn Squires 
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NOVEMBER TRAVEL REPORT 
by 

Doris Patteson, Director 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR NOVEMBER 14, 2017, 2:00 p.m. 
AT THE FCRE OFFICE  

FOR OUR NEXT 
TRAVEL PRESENTATION! 

We have another side presentation coming up soon, November 14, 2017, 2:00 pm. at the FCRE Office in the back of the 
Apple Federal Union in Springfield, 6708 Backlick Road, Springfield, Va 22150, just past the Brookfield Plaza Shop-
ping Center. Please come to the right side of the building door, the Employees Entrance, and ring the doorbell!  

 By the time you get this newsletter, we will have a group in Iceland which left October 30! We have our boots and rain 
gear ready for whatever we find, and we will tell you all about our adventures in the next newsletter! 

 Our deposit date for Highlights of South America is October 30 so you need to get your reservation in as soon 
as possible. Our deposit dates have passed, but there are still a few openings on the From the Outback to the Glaciers 
and Canadian Rockies and Glacier National Park trips. On this trip you will be treated to some amazing scenery 
through Glacier Park and the Canadian Rockies including ice fields, waterfalls, rushing rivers, glacial peaks, green glac-
ier-fed lakes and snowcapped mountain ranges. You will also have a chance to visit a dude ranch and enjoy a barbecue 
dinner, plus much more! 
 And get ready for our new presentation (see above). We will look forward to seeing you at the next presentation! 
Bring your friends. We will be hearing about our trip, Exploring South Africa which is a small group trip of 20 or less! 
This trip includes Botswana and Victoria Falls. You will have an opportunity to participate in several safaris. Botswana 
has some of the best safaris where you will see an abundance of exotic animals. Victoria Falls is an amazing water fall 
which you will enjoy from several viewing points. Some of us did a helicopter ride over the falls which really gave 
us a breathtaking view of the falls. There is also an available 3-night Pre-Tour Extension to Dubai on this trip which I 
highly recommend. I have been to Dubai twice, and it is an amazing experience. We will also be discussing Treasures  
of Northern California trip which includes San Francisco, Yosemite National Park, Sacramento, Lake Tahoe, and  
Sonoma Wine Country. We will have all of our trip brochures available and will welcome questions about any of them. 

DESTINATIONS FOR 2018: 
From the Outback to the Glaciers—February 12 

Highlights of South America—May 7 
Canadian Rockies and Glacier National Park—June 10 

Treasurers of Northern California—August 12 
Discover Croatia, Slovenia, and the Adriatic Coast—October 5 

Exploring South Africa, Botswana, and Victoria Falls with optional extension to Dubai—October 10 
Holiday in the American Music Cities—November 30 

 Call for brochures on any of our trips or any other trips which Collette offers. Check out Collette’s website— 
gocollettte.com They have over 170 destinations, and we can book your any of those destinations and give you our  
discounts. 

AND COLLETTE WILL BE CELEBRATING THEIR 100TH BIRTHDAY IN 2018!!!! 
COLETTE’S THEME IS   “We know because we go!” 

Come, go with your FCRE friends and Collette! 
 
We are here to give you the guidance you need and to share our experiences—Call Doris Patteson at 703-534-3975 or 
email  Doris Patteson at  dpatteson@verizon.net 
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REMEMBER: 
FCRE Recommendation:  Do NOT under any cir-
cumstances withdraw from your Fairfax County 
Public Schools-sponsored health insurance plan.  If 
you do, you cannot rejoin!   

MEMBER ACTIVITIES FOR   
         NOVEMBER,  2017  

by 
Barbara Marshall, Director 

BOOK GROUPS 

 ●Annandale Book Group--Dottie Addison, coordinator. 
   Meets the 3rd Wednesday at 12 noon in various locations.          
   Call Dottie at   703-971-8479 for more information.  
●Fairfax City Group--Sue Williams, coordinator.  Meets 
   at  10:30 a.m. on the 2nd Friday in Barnes and Noble 
   at Fair Lakes. Sue’s contact information is 
   suewms@cox.net 
●Vienna Tuesday Book Group--Joey Graves coordinator.  
   Meets the 2nd Tuesday at the Providence Community 
   Center. Contact information is JoeyGraves1@gmail.com. 
   In December, we will share our favorite children’s books.   

BRIDGE GROUPS 

    2nd and 4th Monday Group--Meets 2nd and 4th  
       Monday mornings at 9:45 a.m.  
       Contact person is Barbara Marshall at 
       571-203-0375 or bmarshall12@verizon.net.  This  
       group will meet at the Vienna American Legion this 
       month.  The Legion is located at 303 Center  St.,  
       Vienna, VA 22180. 
2. 2. Tuesday Morning Group-Coordinator is Sandy 
       Smith. Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.in 
       homes. 
3.    Fourth Tuesday Evening Group--Coordinators are 
        Claudette Coffey and Joey Graves. Meets in 
        homes at 7:00 p.m. Note day change for this group 
4.    1st, 3rd, and 5th Monday Bridge Group--Meets at 
        David R. Pinn Community Center on Zion Road  
        at 9:45 to 12:00.  The contact people for this  
        group are Bunny Monroe (MissBunnyM@aol.com) 
        and Emily Krisko (kriskodt@aol.com 
5. 5. The Bridge Review Group with Dave Meadows 
       will meet at the Vienna American Legion on the 2nd 
       and 4th Mondays beginning at 1:00 p.m. 

 The Cinema Arts Group meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30—10:00 a.m. depending 
on the movie selected. Following the movie, interested 
participants have lunch and discussion at First Watch 
Café located across from the Cinema Arts Theatre. 
 If interested, please email Alicia Clelland at 
clellaap@cox.net   to  receive details regarding the movie 

from the President…... 

 It is hard to believe that it is November of 2017. 
With the Holiday Season fast up on us, we need to fill you 
in on what is going on at FCRE. 
 First of all, PLEASE VOTE ON NOVEMBER 
7, 2017.  This is an important election for the Governor of 
the State, the Lieutenant Governor, and the Attorney 
General. These positions will set the agenda of Virginia 
for the next four years. It is also vital that you vote for 
your local Delegate to the General Assembly. By now 
you have received from the County information on where 
you are to go to the polls. Exercise this most important 
right that you have to express yourself in our democracy. 
If you stay home and do not vote, they win. 
 Slowly but surely, we are closing the gap on get-
ting our membership list in hand. If you have not given us 
your most recent email address, please do so. See page  5   
of this newsletter for instructions. We want to be able to 
notify you of information of vital importance to you. Also, 
always check our website at  www.fcre.org.  Also, please 
update your snail mail address so that those of you receiv-
ing the newsletter by mail can be up to date. Call us at 
703-923-9877 to give us this information or drop us a  
note at  FCRE. P.O. Box 682, Springfield, VA,22150-
0682.  
 By now, you are enrolled in the Medicare eligible 
Aetna Medicare Advantage Plan which your officers and 
board worked very hard to get into place. I hope you took 
advantage of the meetings held for more information at  
various places around the County. There are new coverag-
es in this plan so be sure to check them out.  Other pre-
Medicare plans need to be checked out as well as the 
Medicare eligible plan sponsored by Kaiser. All in all, if 
you have any questions, please call Human Resources at 
571-423-3000 or email them at HRConnec-
tion@fcps.edu. 
 The group, (formerly known as the Coalition) 
SA4FE (Stand Altogether For Fairfax Employees) is still 
meeting regularly and watching what Fairfax County is  
doing concerning benefits. If you would like to be more 
active in what is happening to your benefits on the state 
and local level, please see page 2 of this newsletter, and 
contact Barbara Allen at 703-978-0470 or email her 
at Barbarawallaceallen@yahoo.com 
 Speaking of SA4FE, one of the members wrote an 
editorial for the Washington Post on Sunday, October 22. 
concerning the continued interest by the Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors in the pensions of Fairfax County 
employees. 
(continued on page 5 at bottom of the page………) 

MARKETING MAIL 
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  We are getting there! Thanks to you, we have been able to update most of our email addresses! 
 BUT: 
  We are still asking that you provide us with your email address or update your email address if it has 
changed since you first retired.  
 FCRE is trying very hard to keep all members informed of the latest news coming from FCPS regard-
ing all actions and recommendations made concerning retiree benefits. 
 Our newsletter, the Advocate, is our main source for getting that information out to you, but sometimes 
crucial and timely news needs to be sent between Advocate mailings. (Note:  if you are getting your newsletter 
by email, then we have your correct email!) 
  BUT FCRE still does not have contact information for all retirees.   
 Please take a moment and let us know your present email address. We assure you that your email ad-
dress will be used only within FCRE and will not be given out to any other group.  
  
Please send us your email, and if you have already done so, thank you! Send us your correct email! 
  

  Send an email to membership@fcre.org with Subject: Email address. Don’t forget your name! 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE  FCRE  W. HAROLD FORD 
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION! 

  
W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTION 
    501 C 3   TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
   CHOOSE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF: 
  
____$5.00____$10.00_____$15.00 _____$20.00 
______whatever you can  
__________Annual  Or ________Endowment 
 
 
NAME_______________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                          
ADDRESS____________________________________________ 
  
                  ____________________________________________ 
  
TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________ 
EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________ 
  
IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:_____________________________  
  

MAKE CHECKS TO:  W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLAR-   
SHIP   FUND 
SEND TO:  W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
                       FCRE 
                       P. O. BOX 682 
                       SPRINGFIELD, VA   22150-0682 

DETACH THIS FORM AND  
MAIL IT WITH YOUR CON- 
TRIBUTION.  YOU WILL RE-
CEIVE A RECEIPT FOR YOUR 
TAX RECORDS. 

from the President, continued from page 4, second column: 
The newspaper reference is  here for your convenience: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/playing-with-retirees-lives/2017/10/20/3f66cff8-a7a1-11e7-b3aa-
c0e2e1d41e38_story.html?nid&utm_term=.cc0f8c2458ae  
 Please take a look at this article to catch up on what is happening concerning Fairfax County employees and 
their pension funds. Remember, Fairfax County teachers faced the same climate from the Fairfax County School Board 
on our secondary pension, ERFC, which will affect new hires in the County. 
 In these very strange times, be thankful for family and friends.  
       Billie Johnson, President, FCRE 
  

mailto:membership@fcre.org
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FCRE ADVOCATE                                                        NOVEMBER  2017 
FAIRFAX  COUNTY RETIRED EDUCATORS 
P.O.  BOX 682 
SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150-0682 

TIME SENSITIVE! ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

LUNCHEONS AND 
RESERVATION DATES:  

 
1.   DECEMBER 14—make your  
      reservation by DECEMBER 8. 
  
2018 LUNCHEONS: 
  
2.   FEBRUARY 8, 2018—make your 
      reservation by FEBRUARY 2. 
3.   APRIL 19, 2018—make your  
      reservation by APRIL 13. 2018 
4.   JUNE 14, 2018—make your  
reservation by JUNE 8,   2018   

  
CLIP AND KEEP! 

NOVEMBER  2017 
FCRE Advocate    Vol. XXXIX,  No. 3              
NOVEMBER  2017             
The FCRE Advocate is published by the FCRE—Fairfax 
County Retired Educators exclusively for the association 
membership. 
©2017  Fairfax County Retired Educators, Inc. 
Editors:   Billie Johnson , Walt Mika 
Change of address, articles, letters, and comments should be 
sent by mail only to: 
Fairfax County Retired Educators 
FCRE Advocate 
P. O. Box 682 
Springfield, VA  22150-0682 
Email:  fcre@fcre.org 
Website:  www.fcre.org 
************************************************* 
OFFICERS FOR 2016—2017(July 1, 2017—June 30, 2018) 
President………………..Billie Johnson 
Vice President…………. Eva Pappas 
Secretary………………..Anita Cline 
Treasurer………………..Barbara Dent 
President  Elect…………Cathy Shelton 
Parliamentarian…............Dennis Pfennig 

  
**************************************** 

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Budget and Finance…….Andy Mika 
Communications………  Valerie Shapiro 
Health Benefits…………John Dent 
  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,  continued: 
  
History and Records……………. .. Linda Beuhring 
Information/Publications…………..Billie Johnson 
Legato School Museum……………Sue Langley 
Government Relations/Legislative...Barbara Allen 
Luncheon Director………………... Phyllis Rittman 
Membership………………………. Mary Jane Hasselkus  
    Valerie Shapiro 
Member Activities………………… Barbara Marshall 
Member Services-Tours……………Doris Patteson 
Parliamentarian……………………  Dennis Pfennig 
Program Director…………………...Eva Pappas 
W. Harold Ford Scholarship………. Phyllis Rittman  
***************************************************** 
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Remembrances……………………... Kathleen Donnelly  
                                                             Mary McKinley 
Receipts Accounting………………...FCRE Elf 
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TO  REACH 
FAIRFAX COUNTY RETIRED  

EDUCATORS: 
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luncheon@fcre.org 
WEBSITE:   www.fcre.org  
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