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  FCRE 

TRAVELS    WITH    FCRE 

by 
Doris Patteson, Director, Member Services Tours 

 I have just returned from Collette Vacations President Conference in Dubai and Abu Dhabi. And I want to 
share with you a few of my experiences and some of the reasons FCRE uses Collette to plan our travels. And I want to 
share some of the good news about some of Collette’s new offerings. 
 First of all, I want to tell you how proud I am of this wonderful organization and how fortunate FCRE is to be 
associated with them. Collette will be celebrating their 100th Anniversary in 2018! They are the oldest tour operator in 
the United States, and the only tour company operated by three generations of the one family, going into the fourth gen-
eration. This company gives back so much to us, their clients, through our travel experiences and to the rest of the world 
through their foundation which supports people in Africa, India, Peru, South America, Cambodia, and many other 
countries. 
 I have visited several of these sites, and it is always one of the highlights of the particular trip. The people in the 
schools, villages, and hospitals are always delighted to see us and come running to greet us. They sing songs to us; they 
want to hold our hands and give us hugs. The children want us to get down in the floor with them and help them with 
their art projects or whatever they are doing. This opportunity is also available to you on many of our trips! 

 The President and staff at Collette are some of 
the most down-to-earth and caring people you could 
ever know; and they have people in place who are con-
stantly monitoring the world situations to keep us safe 
as travelers. They have staff people who are on travel 
advisory boards who are closely affiliated with the U. S. 
State Department and people in high places. Collette 
will not send us to a particular part of the world if it is 
not safe to go. We hear so much about things happening 
all over the world; but when we go to places such as 
Israel, we do not see any of these situations. In many 
cases, these are isolated to areas that we do not visit. It 
is like thinking protests in California will make it un-
safe to visit Washington, D.C. 
 When you compare Collette’s prices with some 
other travel organizations, I am often told that Colette’s 
prices are too high. We cannot compare. You cannot 
put a price on what Collette offers in intrinsic value. 
You get what you pay for, and the services, accommo-
dations, experiences offered by Collette cannot be 
priced. You are part of their family, and they have many 
people all over the world researching the best opportu-
nities to offer to you. I cannot say enough or express 
enough appreciation to our travel company. I have trav-
eled on 40 or 50 of Collette’s trips and have worked 
with them for 22 years. I have worked with other com-
panies as well, but I still say they are the best.  
 
               (continued in the next column, this page) 
 

 In traveling, there may be times you experience 
something that does not meet your expectations; and those are 
the items that Collette wants to know about so they can make 
corrections. 
 Collette has something new coming up that you 
might be interested in, but you must act quickly. It is called 
Impact Tour.  Impact Tour is a chance to explore the world 
and make a difference. This Impact Tour is to South Africa 
on September 1-9, 2017.  This tour embraces Collette’s 
worldwide mission to help children and work with locals to 
sustain their community. The highlights will be Cape Town, 
Table Mountain, volunteering at Knysna Education Trust, 
Featherbed Nature Reserve, Hippo rollers, ostrich farm visit, 
and Stellenbosch. The cost of this Impact Tour starts at  
$1349. If you are interested, let me know; and I will send you 
a link. (See contact information on page 2 of this newsletter). 
This is a great opportunity! 
 More about our trip to Dubai and Abu Dhabi in our 
next newsletter in June! A trip not to be missed! 
  
FCRE trips that still have open dates are as follows: 
 
Islands of New England:   this trip departs October 16 and 
features Providence, Newport, Boston, Plymouth Rock, 
Plimouth Plantation, Cape Cod, Hyannis, Nantucket, Mar-
tha’s Vineyard, Sand Dunes or a Whale Watch, and a Lobster  
Dinner. A great time to see the fall leaves, especially the red 
sugar maples. The deposit date for this trip was April 16. 
Call immediately if interested!              
                                          (continued on page 2) 
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   TRAVELS, continued from page 1 

Stay tuned for the announcement of new destinations 
for 2017!  
 
 Call for brochures on any of our trips or any 
others that Collette offers, and I (Doris Patteson) will  
book you wherever you want to go. Colette has over 170 
destinations, and their theme is “We know because we 
go.”  Telephone number:  703-534-3975 
Email:  dpatteson@verizon.net 

ARE YOU IN THE PINK? 
IF SO, IT IS TIME TO  

RENEW YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP!!!! 

1.  Check the expiration date above your name on your 
     mailing label.  If it reads, "Expires June 30, 2017" and 
     is marked in pink, it is time to RENEW!  
2.  It  is easy to renew; here is what you do: 
3.  Write your check (payable to FCRE) for $75.00 for a 
      3 year renewal, or $30.00 for a 1 (one) year  
      renewal. 
4. Please write your membership number (it is on the 

line above your name on your mailing label) and the 
      word, Renewal, on the memo line of your check. 
5.    Mail your check to: 
 FCRE 
 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL  
 P.O. BOX 0682 
 SPRINGFIELD, VA.22150-0682 
6. That's all you do to renew! 

NOTES FROM THE PRESIDENT’S 
DESK———- 

 Mark your calendars for the last luncheon of the 
season:  June 8, 2017.   We will have Dr. Steve Lockard 
as our guest to help celebrate our W. Howard Ford 
Scholarship winners. Dr. Lockard is the Acting Superin-
tendent of FCPS until a new permanent Superintendent is 
selected. 
  I know there have been some turnaround prob-
lems on calling in reservations for luncheons. As soon as 
one luncheon ends, you can sign up for the next one by 
mail, telephone call, and email. When you email your res-
ervation, you get an answer back saying we have it.  
Thank you for your patience with us. We always print the 
whole luncheon schedule on our first newsletter in Sep-
tember, and you may want to jot the dates down on your 
calendars or cut the list out and put it on your refrigerator 
as a reminder. Please make your luncheon reservations a 
week ahead of the luncheon to be on the safe side! 
 By the time you get this newsletter, the vote on 
the ERFC PENSION FUND  will be over. Your  FCRE 
officers and FCRE Board members will be attending the 
School Board meetings. I hope you have called and 
emailed ALL the School Board members. We, as retirees, 
are still very much involved in the school system we 
helped build. We appreciate the help that other members 
who have pensions with FC have given us, and we will 
return the favor by helping them. 
 When we know something on April 27, after the 
FCPS School Board meeting, we will put what we know 
on our website. Stay tuned. 
 Enjoy your trips, your families, your friends! We  
are so fortunate to be retired and still active and healthy! 
After all, we are majoring in recreational research these 
days! 
                                                       Billie  Johnson 

MORE TRIPS:  
Iceland’s Magical Northern Lights:  this trip departs on 
November 4-10. Iceland is a very popular destination this 
year, and Collette has sold out most of their space for the 
next two years. We planned the trip for November to have a 
good opportunity to see the Northern Lights, but the trip has 
many other items of interest. Some of us are looking for-
ward to taking a mineral bath in the blue lagoon! Iceland is 
a beautify country with really great waterfalls, views of 
glaciers, geysers, and colorful villages, lots of history, plus  
a visit to a family who survived the earthquake who will tell 
us their story. On my trip to Dubai, I talked to several peo-
ple at the President’s Conference who had been to Iceland 
recently, and they loved it. 
 The deposit date is April 28, but this trip is filling 
up fast, and the date for this trip may have passed by the 
time you get this newsletter. We have a limited number of 
spaces reserved so you need to act quickly to reserve your 
space. 
From the Outback to the Glaciers:   This trip leaves  
February 12, 2018. But it takes some early planning. Our  
deposit date is August 7, 2017. Highlights of this trip in-
clude Cairns, Great Barrier Reef, Melbourne, Alice Springs, 
Ayers Rock, Sydney, and the Sydney Opera House, Christ 
Church, Franz Josef Glacier Region, Queenstown, Milford 
Sound, Mt. Cook National Park, and dining with a New 
Zealand family. This is a great destination and a very popu-
lar one. It is one of my favorite trips and should be on your 
list of places to visit. It does require some walking so start 
going to the gym and taking walks to get yourself ready! 
 The time of year we are visiting Australia and New 
Zealand is in February, and it is their fall season. Start  
planning today! 

 



Fairfax County Public Schools Board Members Contact info 

 

Jeanette Hough - at large 

● Phone: 571-423-1091 

● E-mail: jhough1@fcps.edu 

 
Ryan McElveen - at large 

● Phone: 571-423-1089 

● E-mail: Ryan.McElveen@fcps.edu 

 

Ilryong Moon - at large 

● Phone: 571-423-1090 

● E-mail: ilryong.moon@fcps.edu   
 
Megan McLaughlin - Braddock 

● Phone: 571-423-1088 

● E-mail: 
Megan.McLaughlin@fcps.edu 

 
Jane Strauss- Vice Chair- Dranesville 

  Phone: 571-423-1087 

● E-mail: Jane.Strauss@fcps.edu 
  
Pat Hynes - Hunter Mill District 

● Phone: 571-423-1082 

● E-mail: Pat.Hynes@fcps.edu   
 

Tamara Derenak Kaufax - Lee District 

● Phone: 571-423-1081 

● E-mail: tdkaufax@fcps.edu  
 

Sandy Evans - Chair - Mason District 

● Phone: 571-423-1083 

● E-mail: ssevans@fcps.edu 
 
 
Karen Corbett Sanders - Mount Vernon 

District 

● Phone: 571-423-1086 

● Email: klcorbettsan@fcps.edu 

 
Dalia Palchik - Providence District 

● Phone: 571-423-1084 

● E-mail: dapalchik@fcps.edu 
 
Elizabeth Schultz - Springfield District 

● Phone: 571-423-1080 

● E-mail: Elizabeth.Schultz@fcps.edu 
 
Thomas Wilson - Sully District 

● Phone: 571-423-1085 

● E-mail: tawilson@fcps.edu 
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Here is a list of the telephone numbers and emails of 
all the School Board Members. Put the list in your files  
so you will have it near when you need it.  
 Thank you so much for calling and emailing 
these elected officials concerning our ERFC 
pension fund. They know we are still here! And we 
vote! 
 Remember, someone spoke for us, and we need 
to continue the promise made. A promise made is a  
promise kept. Stay vigilant about our benefits. 
 FCRE is still meeting with FCPS Human 
Resources concerning our benefits. 
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES FOR   
MAY  2017  

by 
Barbara Marshall, Director 

BOOK GROUPS BRIDGE GROUPS 

 ●Annandale Book Group--Dottie Addison, coordinator. 
   Meets the 3rd Wednesday at 12 noon in various locations.                     
   Call Dottie at 703-971-8479 for more information.  
●Fairfax City Group--Sue Williams, coordinator.  Meets 
   at  10:30 a.m. on the 2nd Friday in Barnes and Noble 
   at Fair Lakes. Sue’s contact information is 
   suewms@cox.net 
●Vienna Tuesday Book Group--Joey Graves coordinator.  
   Meets the 2nd Tuesday at the Providence 
   Community Center. Contact information is  
   JoeyGraves1@gmail.com   
    

    2nd and 4th Monday Group--Meets 2nd and 4th  
       Monday mornings at 9:45 a.m.  
       Contact person is Barbara Marshall at 
       571-203-0375 or bmarshall12@verizon.net.  This  
       group will meet at the Vienna American Legion this 
       month.  The Legion is located at 303 Center  St.,  
       Vienna, VA 22180. 
2. Tuesday Morning Group-Coordinator is Sandy 
       Smith. Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.in 
       homes. 
3.    Third Monday Evening Group--Coordinators are 
        Claudette Coffey and Joey Graves. Meets in 
        homes at 7:00 p.m. 
4.    1st, 3rd, and 5th Monday Bridge Group--Meets at 
        David R. Pinn Community Center on Zion Road  
         at 9:45 to 12:00.  The contact people for this  
         group are (MissBunnyM@aol.com) and  
         Emily Krisko (kriskodt@aol.com 
5.   The Bridge Review Group with Dave Meadows 
         meets at 1:00pm on the 2nd and 4th Mondays at the 
         American Legion in Vienna, Va. Note:  the last  
         meeting for this group is May 22, 2017. Summer 
         is coming! 
         See address above in 2nd and 4th Monday Group. 

 The Cinema Arts Group meets on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month at 9:30—10:00 a.m. depending 
on the movie selected. Following the movie, interested 
participants have lunch and discussion at First Watch 
Café located across from the Cinema Arts Theatre. 
 If interested, please email Alicia Clelland at 
clellaap@cox.net   to  receive details regarding the movie 
selected. 

ALERT!! BRIDGE  GETAWAY  BEING  PLANNED! 
 Members of the Bridge Groups are planning a 2 day trip to Graves Mountain Lodge, probably sometime 
in June, to play bridge and enjoy a relaxing getaway. Check the FCRE website in the near future for a date and 
more information. Others are welcome to join the bridge players even if you don’t play bridge. Many things to  
do at Graves Mountain, and the food is great. More information in the June Advocate!!  Stay tuned! 

. 
  
 
 
  We are still asking that you provide us with your email address or update your email address if it has 
changed since you first retired.  
 FCRE is trying very hard to keep all members informed of the latest news coming from FCPS regard-
ing all actions and recommendations made concerning retiree benefits. 
 Our newsletter, the Advocate, is our main source for getting that information out to you, but sometimes 
crucial and timely news needs to be sent between Advocate mailings. (Note:  if you are getting your newsletter 
by email, then we have your correct email!) 
  BUT FCPS still does not have contact information for all retirees.   
 Please take a moment and let us know your present email address. We assure you that your email ad-
dress will be used only within FCRE and will not be given out to any other group.  
  
Please send us your email, and if you have already done so, thank you! Send us your correct email! 
  

  Send an email to membership@fcre.org with Subject: Email address. Don’t forget your name! 

mailto:membership@fcre.org
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 PROPOSED  BUDGETS FOR 
FAIRFAX COUNTY RETIRED EDUCATORS  

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 
  

W. HAROLD FORD 
SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION, INC. 

Budget - Fiscal Year 2018 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 

  

INCOME: 
        Dedicated Donations 
 FCRE  
 Apple Fed. Cr. Union 
 Mary O. Ambler Trust 
             Bobbi Vest Memorial 
        Raffle & Table Donations 
        Individual Donations 
        Fundraising Event 
        FCRE Admin. Fund 
        Interest – Apple FCU CDs 
  
TOTAL INCOME: 
  
  

  
  

             $ 2,000.00  
               2,000.00  
               2,000.00  

4,000.00  
                  300.00  

900.00  
500.00  
900.00  
300.00  

   
          $ 12,900.00           

               

EXPENSES: 
       2018 Scholarship Awards 
           FCRE 
           Apple Fed. Cr. Union 
           Mary O. Ambler 
           Bobbi Vest  
           W. Harold Ford 
       Administrative costs 
        
  
TOTAL EXPENSES: 
  

  
           

$ 2,000.00  
2,000.00  
2,000.00  
4,000.00  
2,000.00  

                  900.00  
                  

  
          $ 12,900.00   
  

************************************************ 

NOTES TO THE BUDGETS FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR, JULY 1, 2017 TO 

JUNE 30, 2018 
  

The budgets will be voted on by the membership  
at the June 8, 2017, luncheon meeting. 

  
  

FAIRFAX COUNTY 
RETIRED EDUCATORS, INC. 

Budget - Fiscal Year 2018 
July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 

  

INCOME: 
    1.  Membership Dues 
    2.  Member Services 
    3.  Interest—Apple FCU Accts, CDs 
    4.  Miscellaneous Income 
    5.  Transfer from Reserves 
  
TOTAL INCOME: 

  

  
      $ 20,000.00 
                  0.00 
              300.00                  

2,000.00 
         7,545.00 

   
            $ 29,845.00 
  

EXPENDITURES: 
  11.  Information & Publications 
  12.  Postage—Info & Publications 
  13.  Copy Equipment—Supplies 
  14.  Copy Equipment—Maintenance 
  15.  General Office Supplies 
  16.  Post Office Box Rental 
  17.  Telephone Services 
  18.  Computers—Programs and Main. 
  19.  Tax Preparation & Audit 
  20.  Corporation Liability Insurance 
  21.  Internal Website & ISP 
  22.  Miscellaneous 
  23.  Annual State Incorporation Fee 
  24.  Office Manager 
  
  

  
$ 4,000.00 

    4,000.00 
       500.00 
       385.00 
       600.00 
        175.00 
     2,200.00  

     700.00 
     600.00 

     2,500.00 
0.00         

 10.00 
             25.00 

     5,800.00 
  

EXPENDITURES

        

$ 29,845.00
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MAY  2017             
The FCRE Advocate is published by the FCRE—Fairfax 
County Retired Educators exclusively for the association 
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©2017  Fairfax County Retired Educators, Inc. 
Editors:   Billie Johnson , Cathy Shelton, Walt Mika 
Change of address, articles, letters, and comments should be 
sent by mail only to: 
Fairfax County Retired Educators 
FCRE Advocate 
P. O. Box 682 
Springfield, VA  22150-0682 
Email:  fcre@fcre.org 
Website:  www.fcre.org 
************************************************* 
OFFICERS FOR 2016—2017(July 1, 2016—June 30, 2017) 
President………………..Billie Johnson 
Vice President…………. Eva Pappas 
Secretary………………..Anita Cline 
Treasurer………………..Barbara Dent 
Past President …………..John Dent 
Parliamentarian…............ Dennis Pfennig 

  
**************************************** 

  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 
Budget and Finance…….Andy Mika 
Communications………..Ken McDaniel 
Health Benefits…………John Dent 
  
  
   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,  continued: 
  
History and Records……………. .. Linda Beuhring 
Information/Publications…………..Billie Johnson 
Legato School Museum……………Sue Langley 
Government Relations/Legislative...Barbara Allen 
Luncheon Director………………... Linda Beuhring 
Membership………………………. Mary Jane Hasselkus  
    Valerie Shapiro 
Member Activities………………… Barbara Marshall 
Member Services-Tours……………Doris Patteson 
Parliamentarian……………………  Dennis Pfennig 
Program Director…………………...Eva Pappas 
W. Harold Ford Scholarship………. Phyllis Rittman  
***************************************************** 
Office Manager…………………….. Anita Francis 
Remembrances……………………... Kathleen Donnelly  
                                                             Mary McKinley 
Receipts Accounting………………...FCRE Elf 
Membership Records………………..Dee Kirby 
  
                                                        

TO  REACH 
FAIRFAX COUNTY RETIRED  

EDUCATORS: 
  

CALL:  703-923-9877  OR 
EMAIL US AT:   fcre@fcre.org  and 

luncheon@fcre.org 
WEBSITE:   www.fcre.org  

ARE YOU IN THE PINK? 
SEE PAGE 2  TO  SEE 
WHAT TO DO!!!!!! 

FCRE LUNCHEON DATES 
 

JUNE  8 

____________________________________________ 

TIME SENSITIVE! 
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FCRE ADVOCATE                                                      MAY  2017 
FAIRFAX  COUNTY RETIRED EDUCATOR 
P.O.  BOX 682 
SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150-0682 

Check our website for updates on various 
subjects!:  www.fcre.org 


