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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS OF FCRE
by

Billie Johnson, President

As we move into the fall season and a new year, I want to welcome our new members to Fairfax County Retired
Educators. By now you are no longer getting up to wave bye-bye to the yellow school buses as they go by your house.
You are getting used to pouring another cup of coffee, turning to a new section of the newspaper you never had time to
read, and making lunch plans or dinner plans with family and friends. And yes, retirement agrees with you! Also, you
have a free membership for one year in Fairfax County Retired Educators!
Your officers of FCRE have been busy this summer with various issues concerning retirees. As you read
through the newsletter, FCRE joined with FEA-R to lobby against the cut in FCPS Retiree Substitute Pay. Both FCRE
and FEA-R sent out notices asking FCPS to change the cut in sub pay. Thanks to Megan McLaughlin, FCPS School
Board member, there was a small increase, but the sub pay is set for the year. We will continue to monitor this situation.
And a big thanks to Barbara Allen, our Government Relations Director for spearheading this response. (See her update
on page 6). And, as a new member, if you are interested in joining FCRE’s efforts in keeping track of what is happening
to your health benefits and pensions, please give Barbara Allen a call or email.
The officers of FCRE continue to meet with FCPS Human Resources/Benefits (along with representatives from
FEA-R) to keep lines of communication open between retirees and the County concerning our benefits. Our meetings
last year with FPCS Human Resources/Benefits resulted in the opening of the dental plan for one time enrollment during
the Open Enrollment season from October 11 to November 11, 2016. The dental plan had not been open to retirees for
several years. We also had representatives on FCPS Task Forces for choosing a new drug prescription plan. Barbara
Dent, our Treasurer, served on this committee. See her update on this on page 7. Our health plans come up for renewal
or change in 2018, and we will be working on this during the coming year.
When you read through the pages of our newsletter, FCRE does other things besides monitoring your benefits.
We have bridge groups, book groups, and a theater group. We also have a very strong scholarship program. You may
want to check these out. Give Barbara Marshall a call if you want to be involved in theses groups. And if you are interested in travel, we have a great travel program under the leadership of Doris Patteson. If the group travels that Doris
plans do not fit your time schedule, she can arrange your travel whenever you want to go and with discounts!
So without further ado, below are listed our new members for 2016-2017! I hope you enjoy your year by
coming to our luncheons and joining our various groups! If we can help you in any way, give us a call or email, and we
will get back to you as soon as possible! Have another cup of coffee or tea, and decide to to join in our activities!
Happy, happy retirement!

OUR NEW MEMBERS:
Kerry Bean
Terry Block
Tom Brannan
Sharon DeBragga
Theresa Doubleday
Vicki Emery
Angelita Flint
David Gilmartin
Maryu Hatchell

Sharon Hockenbury
Melinda Jennings
Barbara Lavine
Linda Lerner
Janet Liebenau
David Lord
Beverly Nance
Mary O’Connor
Osei Owusu

Elizabeth Pegram
Inge Pisano
Kathleen Powers
Linda Rapp
Susan Reade
Laura Robinson
Desiree Romeo
John Sanders
Kathryn Scheip

Mary Anne Sherwood
Melissa Shine
Leslie Steger
Christina Trotter
Suzanne Tsonos
Iris Warren
Blanche Watson

VICE PRESIDENT’S
CORNER:

OCTOBER 13, 2016
NEXT MEMBER
LUNCHEON LOCATED AT:

Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd. (Route 50)
Fairfax, Virginia
AGENDA:
11:00 a. m.-Social Hour and cash bar--meet and greet
friends.
by
11:30 a. m.-Luncheon Menu: Fresh salad with thinly
Eva Pappas, Vice President and Program
sliced apples and walnuts
Chairman
Roasted Chicken with other roasted
root vegetables
Come to our October 13 Luncheon to hear
Apple Pie a la Mode
Susan Inskeep Gray as she shar es an illustr ated over Optional Vegetarian Plate
view of Fairfax history from the time of Native Americans >12:30 p. m.-Program: Susan Inskeep Gray: A Ride
through the early twenty-first century.
Through Fairfax History
Susan Gray is Curator/Visitor Services Manager
-Business Meeting-Nomination of members
with the City of Fairfax’s Office of Historic Resources.
to serve on the Nominating Committee for
Prior to coming to work at the Fairfax Museum and Visiofficers of FCRE.
tor Center in 1998, she was a contract Museum Specialist
with the National Park Service and a docent at Tudor
Place, an historic house in Washington, D.C.
Ms. Gray has a B.S. degree in journalism and
Reservations must be received by phone, mail, or email
political science from West Virginia University and an
no later than 12:00 noon on Friday, October 7,
M.A. in American History from George Mason Universi2016; we have to give the Elks Lodge the
ty. Before beginning a second career in the history/
definite
number by that date and time. Please call,
museum field, she worked in various media positions.
mail, or email early.
Susan Gray is no stranger to Fairfax County Retired Educators. She presented a talk on the Civil War
Romance of Antonia Ford and Major Joseph C. Willard
1. BY MAIL: Mail your name, name(s) of guests, and
which was very well received.
check for $15 for members, $18 for guests.
As I told you in an earlier newsletter, I met
Make your checks payable to FCRE, and mail to
Susan while visiting the Fairfax City Museum on Main
Fairfax County Retired Educators
Street in Fairfax. I had lived in Fairfax for over forty years
Luncheon Reservations
and passed the museum hundreds of times. When I finally
P. O. Box 682
ventured into the museum for a visit, I learned that the
Springfield,
Va. 22150-0682
building is an Historic Fairfax Elementary School in
OR:
1873. The building housing the Museum is the oldest two
703-923-9877
story public school house in Fairfax County. Bricks for the 2. CALL:
Leave
your
name
(please spell slowly), phone number,
building were made from a clay pit on the Farr property
and guest name)
across Main Street. Fairfax Museum and Visitor Center is
OR:
a small museum but houses some interesting “gems” of
history and well worth a visit.
3. EMAIL-- luncheon@fcre.org
Please come to the October 13 Luncheon and
We still want the same information--your name, and
learn some more about the history of Fairfax!♦
your guest(s)’ name if you are bringing any.
NOTE: If you email us with your reservation, expect a reply that your reservation has been received. If
you don't receive a reply, please send again because we
did not receive your reservation.

GET ON BOARD FOR A
RIDE THROUGH
FAIRFAX HISTORY!

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS

Cost of luncheon: $15.00 for members of FCRE
$18 for each guest.
Members and guests without reservations may be accommodated at $21.00 per person only if space is available. Unclaimed reservations will be billed.
NOTE: VEGETARIAN MEALS AVAILABLE!
JUST TELL US WHEN YOU MAKE YOUR
RESERVATION!
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MEMBER SERVICES TRAVEL
by

Doris Patteson, Director

OCTOBER 27, 2016—2:00 p.m. TRIP PRESENTATIONS :
1.

2.

ALPINE LAKES AND SCENIC TRAINS, CRUISES ON LAKE COMO AND
LAKE MAGGIORE—AUGUST 14-23, 2017
AUSTRALIA/ NEW ZEALAND—FEBRUARY, 2018—START SAVING MONEY!

WHERE: FCRE OFFICE, Apple Federal Credit Union Building, 6708 Backlick Road,
Springfield, Va. Please use the Employees Entrance on the right side of the
building!

Fall is fast approaching, and it is time to start your plans for next year’s travel. If you are looking for some fall
and winter opportunities, Collette has spaces left on a number of their trips. Check out the website GoCollette.com If
you find something interesting, just give me a call, and I will book it for you with the usual discounts.
Eight people just returned from the Imperial Cities of Prague, Budapest, and Vienna. This group went to Berlin
first for a day or so and then went by train to meet with the Collette tour in Prague. Beautiful memories of beautiful
sights and meeting wonderful people from all over the world were the hallmarks of this trip.
Two more of our members head for Alaska this month, and two more are seeing the colors of autumn in the
islands of New England. At the end of September, a group heads to New Mexico for the Albuquerque Balloon Fest.
Thanks to the great tour guides and managers who took such great care of us. There were no concerns about
safety because Collette keeps in contact with the State Department. Collette always exercises discretion in planning our
destinations.

TWO DEPOSIT DATES COMING UP!
OCTOBER 25, 2016—DEPOSIT & INSURANCE DUE FOR CANYON COUNTRY (ARIZONA
AND UTAH) Early Booking Discount of $120.00! Dates of the trip itself are May 1-9, 2017.
OCTOBER 20, 2016—DEPOSIT & INSURANCE DUE FOR REDISCOVER CUBA. Also, our
departure date has changed from April 12 to April 27. Some have asked about the boat tr ips
to Cuba as compared to our land trip. I believe you will find that the Collette trip allows you to become
more immersed in the culture and society of Cuba. And our trip provides you some unique experiences
not available on the cruises.

ANNOUNCING: CHRISTMAS ON THE DANUBE!
Announcing a wonderful cruise opportunity through our FCRE Travel Program! Christmas on the Danube!
If you can get four (4) people to sign up, the 5th one goes free! Check with your family and friends, and see if
you can come up with four people, then you can go free or divide up the costs! What a great deal!
Eligible dates for this cruise are: November 26, November 27, December 3, and December 8, 2016!
Highlights of the trip are: Wurzburg, Rothenburg, Nuremberg, Regensburg, Passau, Wachau Valley, Gluhwein Party,
Vienna, Hofburg Palace, Vienna Opera house and Christmas markets.
Some of us have done the Danube River Cruise, and it is really a beautiful trip. The Christmas markets
are magic—something to be remembered. Check the eligible dates about against your calendar, and sign up!
If you are interested, please give me a call at 703-534-3975 OR email me at dpatteson@verizon.net
Mark your calendars for Thursday, October 27, 2016, for our next Trip Presentation (see above)!
If you have traveled with Collette recently, don’t forget to sign up for your loyalty credits of $150 towards your
next trip. Go to Gateway.GoCollette.com and follow the instructions there..
Call for brochures on any of our trips, and also give a call to learn about our other trips available if you cannot
travel with our group trips: Call 703-534-3975 or email Doris Patteson at dpatteson@verizon.net.
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE TO BE CHOSEN AT
OCTOBER 13, 2016LUNCHEON
The duty of the FCRE Nominating Committee is to select a slate of officers to lead FCRE. Every year, the
Vice President and Secretary are elected.
This year 2016 FCRE will nominate and elect a President Elect, a Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer.
The Nominating Committee shall include five to seven members elected by the general membership. The selection of nominees to this committee will take place during the business portion of the second membership meeting of the
year, October 13, 2016. Nominations for election of committee members shall be made from the floor, provided the individual has agreed to be nominated. You can also nominate yourself.
If 5 to 7 people are nominated from the floor, the president may entertain a motion that the five to seven nominees be elected by acclamation. If more than seven people are nominated for this committee, the election of seven
members will be held at the business portion of the third membership meeting of the year which is December 8, 2016.
Please consider nominating yourself to serve on this committee. And if you are nominating someone other than
yourself, please get their permission to be nominated!
W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTION
501 C 3 TAX DEDUCTIBLE
CHOOSE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF:

MAKE CHECKS TO: W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP FUND
SEND TO: W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP FUND
FCRE
P. O. BOX 682
SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150-0682

____$5.00____$10.00_____$15.00 _____$20.00
______whatever you can
__________Annual Or ________Endowment

NAME_______________________________________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________
____________________________________________
TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________
IN MEMORY/HONOR OF:_____________________________

DETACH THIS FORM AND
MAIL IT WITH YOUR CONTRIBUTION. YOU WILL RECEIVE A RECEIPT FOR YOUR
TAX RECORDS.

FCRE Request for Digital Version of Advocate Newsletter
If you are interested in receiving the FCRE newsletter in a digital format instead of the
hard copy presently mailed to you, please fill out the form below and return it to the
FCRE office. We are offering this option as we move towards digital communications
with our members.
Name (please print): ____________________________________________
Email address (please print): _____________________________________
Send this form to:
FCRE
P.O. Box 682
Springfield, VA 22150
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MEMBER ACTIVITIES FOR
SEPTEMBER
by
Barbara Marshall, Director

BOOK GROUPS
●Annandale Book Group--Dottie Addison, coordinator.

Meets the 3rd Wednesday at 12 noon in various locations.
Call Dottie at 703-971-8479 for more information.
●Fairfax City Group--Sue Williams, coordinator. Meets
at 10:30 a.m. on the 2nd Friday in Bar nes and Noble
at Fair Lakes.
●Vienna Tuesday Book Group--Joey Graves,
coordinator. Meets the 2nd Tuesday at the Providence
Community Center. The book selection for October is
Indian Bride by Kar en Fossom.
●Vienna Retired Ladies Group-The next meeting will be
the 2nd Wednesday at 12:30 p.m. at the Oakton
Library.The contact person for this group is now Dee
Hardtke. Dee's email is dmhardtke@gmail.com

The Cinema Arts Group will resume on
September 21, 2016. The Group meets on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month at 9:30—10:00 a.m. depending
on the movie selected. Following the movie, interested
participants have lunch and discussion at First Watch
Café located across from the Cinema Arts Theatre.
If interested, please email Alicia Clelland at
clellaap@cox.net to receive details regarding the movie
selected.

BRIDGE GROUPS
 2nd and 4th Monday Group--Meets 2nd and 4th

2.
3.
4.

5.

Monday mornings at 9:45 a.m.
Contact person is Barbara Marshall at
571-203-0375 or bmarshall12@verizon.net. This
group will meet at the Vienna American Legion this
month. The Legion is located at 303 Center St.,
Vienna, VA 22180.
Tuesday Morning Group--Coordinator is Sandy
Smith. Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in homes.
Third Monday Evening Group--Coordinators are
Claudette Coffey and Joey Graves. Meets in homes
at 7:00 p.m.
1st, 3rd, and 5th Monday Bridge Group--Coordinator
is Nancy Smagala. Meets at David R. Pinn
Community Center on Zion Road in Burke at 9:45 to
12:00. Note: this group will be back at the Pinn
Center beginning September 17. The contact
people for this group are now Bunny Monroe
(MissBunnyM@aol.com) and Emily Krisko
(kriskodt@aol.com
The Bridge Review Group with Dave Meadows will
begin meeting again on September 10 at 1:00pm on
the 2nd and 4th Mondays at the American Legion.
See address above in 2nd and 4th Monday Group.

If ice, snow, or other inclement weather occurs on the
days of our luncheons or activities, please listen to your
radio or television. If Fairfax County Public Schools
are closed, our activities are cancelled as well. If FCPS
opens late, our activities will operate on time.
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GOVERNMENT RELATIONS
by

Barbara Allen, Director

FCRE and FEA-R would like to take this oppor tunity to thank all the people who came out and suppor ted the lobbying of the FCPS School Board in the Retiree Substitute Pay issue. Many of you came to the School Board
meeting on this issue, and a big thank you! Others of you contributed your expertise and information for the various
information sheets sent out by both our organizations. Your research was invaluable, and we appreciate everything you
have done to contribute to rectify this issue. Many of you wrote impassioned letters and emails, and we are so grateful
to you. Just thank you all for what you did.
I am looking forward to our new year. Because we are all educators, there is always a sense of renewal and
commitment that comes at the beginning of what we consider our new year.
If you are newly retired: CONGRATULATIONS! And I hope that you consider coming to our meetings to
help us with what we try to do: keep open communication lines between FCPS and retirees.
There is much to discuss at our meetings. By the time you get this newsletter, we will have met in September
and looking forward to our October 20 meeting. We will be discussing maintaining retirement and health care benefits as
well as the substitute pay issue, our trip to Richmond, etc.
Remember, Open Enrollment on health benefits begins October 11, 2016, and closes November 11, 2016. Please
pay close attention to the mailings from FCPS. There are some significant changes which are listed elsewhere in this
newsletter. We must be aware of changes in our health plans. One addition this year is the opening of the dental plan.
One issue which we have not touched on is the Meals Tax. You can help by voting for this tax and encouraging
your family and friends to vote for it in November. It will bring in an additional $70—$100 million in revenue that
would be in addition to the County budget transfer. Sharon Bulova promised to keep her word on this additional revenue
for the school system. Members of the Government Relations Team met with her on August 31 this year. Our thanks to
Mimi Dash, Kathy Davis, Michael Hairston, and Barbara Allen for their leadership on this. Thirty per cent of the added
revenue would go to operating costs, infrastructure improvements, fire fighters and safety, libraries and other worthy
causes. Restoring the FCPS retiree substitute pay comes to mind as one worthy cause.
So come and help us plan the fall schedule. We meet at 10:00 a.m. at the FEA Office in Fairfax City, 3917 Old
Lee Highway. If you need any information, please email me at Barbarawallaceallen@yahoo.com or give me a call at
703-978-0470. Remember our next meeting is on October 20.
Clip and save this list of Fairfax County School Board Members. If you have questions concerning your School
District, you will have this list.

School Board Office
At Large
At Large
At Large
Braddock District
Dranesville District
Hunter Mill District
Lee District
Mason District
Mount Vernon District
Providence District
Springfield District
Sully District
Student Representative

fairfaxcountyschoolboard@fcps.edu
Ryan McElveen
ryan.mcelveen@fcps.edu
Ilryong Moon
ilryong.moon@fcps.edu
Jeannette Hough
jhough1@fcps.edu
Megan McLaughlin
megan.mclaughlin@fcps.edu
Janie Strauss (Vice Chairman) jane.strauss@fcps.edu
Pat Hynes
pat.hynes@fcps.edu
Tamara Derenak Kaufax
tdkaufax@fcps.edu
Sandy Evans (Chairman)
ssevans@fcps.edu
Karen Corbett Sanders
klcorbettsan@fcps.edu
Dalia Palchik
dapalchik@fcps.edu
Elizabeth Schultz
elizabeth.schultz@fcps.edu
Tom Wilson
tawilson1@fcps.edu
Laura Chu
laura.chu@fcps.edu
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571-423-1075
571-423-1089
571-423-1090
571-423-1091
571-423-1088
571-423-1087
571-423-1082
571-423-1081
571-423-1083
571-423-1086
571-423-1084
571-423-1080
571-423-1085

FCPS OPEN ENROLLMENT:
OCTOBER 11—NOVEMBER 11, 2016
It is not too early to think about your health plan options for 2017. Rate increases are projected to be relatively
low, thanks in part to savings that will be achieved by an upcoming change to our pharmacy vendor in 2017. Additionally, eligible retirees who do not have FCPS dental coverage will have a one time option to elect coverage during this
open enrollment.
The choice of health plans remains the same for 2017: Aetna (for members on Medicare), CareFirst, and Kaiser.
The pharmacy benefit manager will be changing from Express Scripts to CVS Caremark as of January 1, 2017.
Communications regarding these upcoming changes and informational meetings will be distributed prior to open
enrollment. As always, it is important to read the information that will be mailed to you this fall from the Department of
Human Resources. Read very carefully, and make plan selections that meet the unique needs of you and your family.
We, at FCRE, will do our very best to make sure this information is also available to you via our website:
www.fcre.org and in our monthly newsletter , the Advocate. Don’t ever hesitate to call the FCPS Department of
Human Resources with any questions you may have. That telephone number is: 571-423-3000.

NEW FAIRFAX COUNTY PUBLIC
SCHOOLS WEBSITE
LAUNCHED
by

Barbara Dent, FCRE Webmaster

The new FCPS website (www.fcps.edu) launched (Continued from Column 1):
on September 1, 2016, is modern, mobile friendly, and feaIf you do not want to do all this navigating, just go
tures an improved search. The site’s intuitive design makes
to:
https://www.fcps.edu/careers/retirees
and this link will
it easy for parents, staff, students and community members
take you directly to the Retiree Benefits Page.
to find the information that matters most.
The new FCPS website also has information on
However, I found information for retirees not to be
so intuitive at this time. Although the site will be working FCPS news, School Board, Calendars, and much more—
on correcting glitches, I thought our members might like a it is definitely worth taking a look at the new FCPS
few hints on how to locate important information needed by when you get a chance!♦
us retirees.
I used the search tool located at the upper left of
the website on desktops or under the menu selection on
smaller devices such as smartphones and entered “retirees”
into the Enter search terms field. Up popped 26 results,
ranging from Retiree Benefits, Medical Insurance, Retiree
Publications & Resources, Becoming Eligible for Medicare,
etc. Click on any header to get more information on that
topic.

REMEMBER:

FCRE Recommendation: Do NOT under any circumstances withdraw from your Fairfax County Public
Schools-sponsored health insurance plan. If you do,
you cannot rejoin!

Another option is to click on Full Menu at the top
THANK YOU!
of the website. From the drop-down menu, click on the
FCRE
would
like
to take this opportunity to thank the
arrow next to Careers, then click on Retirees. Now you
Apple
Federal
Credit
Union for their continued suphave access to information on Medicare, Insurance benefits,
port
of
our
activities.
We really appreciate you!
Defined Benefit Retirement Plans, Contacts for Retirees,
and Retiree Publications & Resources.
(Please go to Column 2 for the rest of this article)
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TIME SENSITIVE!

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

FCRE LUNCHEON DATES
October 13, 2016
December 8, 2016
February 9, 2017
(Snow day, March 9, 2017)
April 13, 2017
June 8, 2017

——————————————————

CLIP AND KEEP!

OCTOBER 2016
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County Retired Educators exclusively for the association
membership.
©2016 Fairfax County Retired Educators, Inc.
Editors: Billie Johnson , Cathy Shelton, Walt Mika
Change of address, articles, letters, and comments should be
sent by mail only to:
Fairfax County Retired Educators
FCRE Advocate
P. O. Box 682
Springfield, VA 22150-0682
Email: fcre@fcre.org
Website: www.fcre.org
*************************************************
OFFICERS FOR 2016—2017(July 1, 2016—June 30, 2017)
President………………..Billie Johnson
Vice President…………. Eva Pappas
Secretary………………..Anita Cline
Treasurer………………..Barbara Dent
Past President …………..John Dent
Parliamentarian…............Walt Mika

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, continued:
History and Records……………. .. Linda Beuhring
Information/Publications…………..Billie Johnson
Legato School Museum……………Sue Langley
Government Relations/Legislative...Barbara Allen
Luncheon Director………………... Linda Beuhring
Membership………………………. To be filled
Member Activities…………………Barbara Marshall
Member Services-Tours……………Doris Patteson
Parliamentarian…………………….Walt Mika
Program Director…………………...Eva Pappas
W. Harold Ford Scholarship………. Phyllis Rittman
*****************************************************
Office Manager…………………….. Anita Francis
Remembrances……………………... Kathleen Donnelly
Mary McKinley
Receipts Accounting………………...FCRE Elf
Membership Records………………..Dee Kirby
***Pictures in this FCRE Advocate are by Tim Peterson of the
Springfield Connection Paper s.

TO REACH
FAIRFAX COUNTY RETIRED
EDUCATORS:

****************************************
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Budget and Finance…….Andy Mika
Communications………..Ken McDaniel
Health Benefits…………John Dent

CALL: 703-923-9877 OR
EMAIL US AT: fcre@fcre.org and
luncheon@fcre.org
WEBSITE: www.fcre.org
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