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2015 W. HAROLD FORD FOUNDATION 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 

Left to right:  Mr. Colon, holding a picture of his daughter, Emily Colon Cooper; Tess Jacobson; Huyenan 

Anee Nguyen; Rebecca Edmiston; Colleen Mulrooney; Ianne Sherry; and Mr. Richie, accepting for his 

daughter, Sandra Richie. 

by 

Phyllis Rittman, Scholarship Director 

 What a joyous time it is every year when FCRE awards the W. Harold Ford Foundation Scholarships! 

This year, on June 11, 2015, FCRE awarded seven $2000 scholarships to deserving graduates of Fairfax County Public 

Schools.  And joining us in our celebration was Superintendent of FCPS, Dr. Karen Garza, who welcomed the 

graduating seniors.  FCRE was also happy to welcome Larry Kelly, CEO of Apple Federal Credit Union, and Bill Vest 

as our guests. 

 A hardworking committee of Cindy Borer, John Dent, Sue Langley, Kathy Michelman, Christel Payne chose 

seven bright, accomplished, and charming young women to receive the Ford Scholarships this year. Vickie Kagan 

helped with the wrap up.  Walt Mika, who usually serves on the committee was in Richmond  meeting with the Gover-

nor.         (Continued on page 2) 

FCRE LUNCHEON MEETING, SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 
11:00 A.M.  at the ELKS LODGE!  SEE PAGE 4 FOR DETAILS! 

SCHOLARSHIP  REDUX--MEET OUR 

 FORD SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS! 
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 Listed below are the recipients of the scholarships given in June 2015 at our Member Luncheon.  The scholar-

ships were made possible with your donations, and your support.  Because of  member support we were able to give the 

scholarship named for W. Harold Ford as well as a scholarship named for our organization. We want to thank  the Apple 

Federal Credit Union for their continued support and their scholarship in memory of Herbert  Grady Carpenter.  The 

Mary Ambler Trust continues to support us and thank you  for your contribution in memory of Mary Ambler.  FCRE 

would also like to thank the family and friends of Bobbi Vest who have made generous donations which has enabled us 

to give two scholarships in her memory.  The family and friends of Harriet B. Mika have made it possible to give a 

scholarship in her memory to a deserving student..   Again, thank you so very much! 

     EMILY COLON COOPER, a 2012 graduate of West Springfield High School and a four time recipient of the 

Mary O. Ambler Scholarship.  Mary Ambler was a teacher at Fairfax High School, and she left money in her 1944 will 

for a scholarship to go to a deserving woman who planned to go into teaching.  Emily Cooper, this year's recipient, will 

be a senior at Virginia Tech this fall. Emily plans to get her Master's in Elementary Education at Tech on an accelerated 

program. Emily's interest lies with disadvantaged and marginalized children of elementary age. Emily has taught such 

children in Malawi (one of the poorest African nations). Emily has kept a 3.96 average. Emily could not make it to 

the luncheon so she sent her father to receive her Mary O. Ambler award.  (See picture) 

    REBECCA EDMISTON is a 2015 Lake Braddock Secondary School graduate.  Rebecca received the FCRE 

SCHOLARSHIP which is funded by membership dues. Rebecca plans to go to Liberty University to become a music 

teacher.  Rebecca believes that listening to the classical composers at a young age would allow children to develop a 

greater appreciation for music along with a better attention span and listening skills. Emily is aware of the various 

learning styles of students because she has taught in the Teachers for Tomorrow program. 

    TESS JACOBSON graduated from Herndon High School and will be attending James Madison University.  She is 

the recipient of the Harriet B. Mika Memorial Scholarship.  Harriet was the wife of Walt Mika and taught at W. T. 

Woodson High School. Tess is interested in special education and has purposefully chosen courses to prepare for teach-

ing special education.  Tess volunteered at Camp Victory, a camp for disabled and special needs children. A riding as-

sistant at a therapeutic riding school for disabled and special needs children, Tess has much experience in helping chil-

dren achieve and overcome difficulties.  Tess played in the symphonic orchestra, played field hockey, and participated 

in Latin Conventions. 

    COLLEEN MULROONEY, an International Baccalaureate graduate with a 4.40  GPA, finished her high school ca-

reer at Robinson Secondary School.  This fall, Colleen will go to the College of William and Mary.  Colleen received 

one of the Bobbi Vest Memorial Scholarships  which is funded by family and friends of Bobbi Vest, former FCPS 

teacher and long time member and officer of FCRE. Colleen plans to become a teacher of Mandarin Chinese. 

She has studied abroad in China and received the 2014-2015 Robinson Secondary Excellency in Language Award. An 

active member in the Model United Nations, Colleen made lesson plans and activities for the Model United Nations 

meetings and learned to be flexible and adaptable in implementing these plans. Colleen is a founding member of the  

Chinese Honor Society and was president of the Model United Nations Team. 

    HUYENAN (ANEE)NGUYEN is a graduate of Oakton High School and will be going to  The College of William and 

Mary. Anee received one of the Bobbi Vest Memorial Scholarships. (see above). Anee's dedication to  

learning is exemplified by her willingness to take French V after school because of a scheduling conflict. She was a 

teaching assistant to an AP English teacher. In addition to being an accomplished pianist, she was an award winner on 

the Debate Team. Anee has the Girl Scout Gold Award which is equivalent to the boy's Eagle Scout Award.  Her tutor-

ing has taught her that kindness, patience, and dedication are important qualities in teaching. 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
2015 FORD SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS... 

continued on page 3 

AND THE WINNERS ARE: 
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    SANDRA RICHIE, our three repeat winner, received the Herbert Grady Carpenter Scholarship.  This scholarship 

is funded by the Apple Federal Credit Union. Sandra graduated from James Madison High School and now attends  

James Madison University.  Thanks to an extra-credit project for her first education class, Sandra became interested in  

learning disabilities in children, especially ADHD. Sandra plans to incorporate this research into her Honors Senior The-

sis Paper. Another interest Sandra has is the connection between psychology and the environment. She has begun to 

study the use of  "nature therapy" to help students with learning disabilities and behavioral issues. At the time of our  

FCRE Luncheon, Sandra was in Malta and Italy for a hands on learning experience about this connection. Her father 

came to the FCRE Luncheon and received the Herbert Grady Carpenter Scholarship for her. (See picture on page 1.) 

2015 FORD SCHOLARSHIPS, continued from page 2 

     IANNE SHERRY is another Robinson Secondary School graduate. Ianne received the W. Harold Ford Scholar-

ship which is funded solely from contributions from our members, our 50/50 raffle, and proceeds from our December  

fund raising event (see below). Ianne made the decision to go to Brandeis University this fall. At Congregation Olam 

Tikvah, Ianne spent many months working one on one with an autistic child to help him prepare for his bar mitzvah.   

Because of her help, he was able to read in Hebrew for his big day. Additionally, Ianne was the service leader for the 

K/1st Grade prayer program. The Director of Education at Olam Tikvah said that Ianne is bright, thoughtful, and articu-

late as well as being kind and empathetic. Her experiences have taught her that students learn at different speeds and 

have different learning styles. 

 Each of our Ford Scholarship recipients received $2000 which  was mailed to their school of choice during this 

summer. 

 There are several ways you can help with our scholarship program:  contribute, (see below)buy the 50/50 raffle 

tickets at our  six (6) luncheons, and participate in our fund raiser in December.  See page 9 for information on the De-

cember Fund Raiser.  More information about this activity in future  Advocates.   

 

W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP CONTRIBUTION 

    501 C 3   TAX DEDUCTIBLE 

   CHOOSE TO MAKE A CONTRIBUTION OF: 

 

____$5.00____$10.00_____$15.00 _____$20.00 

______whatever you can  
__________Annual  Or ________Endowment 

NAME_______________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                          

ADDRESS____________________________________________ 

 

                  ____________________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE NUMBER:_______________________________ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS_____________________________________ 

MAKE CHECKS TO:  W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLAR-   

SHIP   FUND 

SEND TO:   W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

                       FCRE 

                       P. O. BOX 682 

                       SPRINGFIELD, VA   22150-0682 

DETACH THIS FORM AND  

MAIL IT WITH YOUR CON- 

TRIBUTION.  YOU WILL RE-

CEIVE A RECEIPT FOR YOUR 

TAX RECORDS. 

HOLIDAY FUND RAISER FOR 

W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIPS! 

DECEMBER  10, 2015! 

BRING YOUR SALE ITEMS TO  

SEPTEMBER 10   LUNCHEON!!!! 
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SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 

NEXT MEMBER  

LUNCHEON  

LOCATED AT: 
Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd. (Route 50) 

Fairfax, Virginia 

AGENDA: 

11:00 a.m.--Social Hour and cash bar--meet and greet 

         friends. 

11:45 a. m.--Lunch--Menu: 

         Program:  A Rose By Any Other Name... 

          Richard Clelland, Naturalist 

                     

                  --Business Meeting 

 

LUNCHEON RESERVATIONS 

Reservations  must  be received by phone, mail, or email  

no later than 12:00 noon on Friday,   

 September 4, 2015, we have to give the Elks Lodge the  

definite number by that date and time.  Please call, 

mail, or email early! 

1. BY MAIL--Mail your name, name(s) of guests, and  

       check for $15 for members, $18 for guests. 

 Make your checks payable to FCRE, and mail to 

Fairfax County Retired Educators 

Luncheon Reservations 

P. O. 682 

Springfield, VA 22150-0682 

OR: 
2. CALL:      703-923-9877    

       Leave your name (please spell slowly), phone number, 

 and guest name(s) 

OR: 

3. EMAIL-- luncheon@fcre.org 
      We still want the same information--your name, and  

         your guest(s) if you are bringing any. 

       NOTE:  If you email us with your reservation, expect 

a reply that your reservation has been received.  If you 

don't receive a reply, please send again because we did 

not receive your reservation. 

Cost of luncheon:  $15.00 for members of FCRE 

        $18 for each guest. 

Members and guests without reservations may be accom-

modated at $21.00  per person only  if space is available. 

Unclaimed reservations will be billed. 

VICE PRESIDENT'S CORNER: 

A ROSE BY ANY 

OTHER NAME.... 
by 

Eva Pappas, Vice President and 

Program Chairman 

 Richard Clelland, one of our very own members, 

has been an avid naturalist all his adult life.   

 Living in Virginia since 1976, Richard Clelland 

has spent countless hours visiting state/federal parks, par-

ticularly in the western portion of Virginia. For several 

years, Richard volunteered his time to assist the Virginia 

Department of Conservation and Recreation (Virginia 

Parks System) in identifying plant species. He has done 

extensive field research at Sky Meadows State Park for 

the last several years where many of his current concepts 

about the natural world were developed. 

 Clelland's focus during his power point presenta-

tion will be on the many encounters he has had with plants 

and animals that have given him a new and radically dif-

ferent interpretation of the reality of the natural world (or 

for that matter, the world in general).   

 Combining his encounters with recent scientific 

explanations of the perceptual/cognitive capabilities of 

other living organisms,  Clelland has had to reexamine 

many of the "intuitively obvious" understandings he (and 

all other humans) have of the natural world. This new in-

terpretation of nature has required Clelland to think in 

ways he could never have previously imagined.  Clelland 

will include in his presentation some of the photographs 

he has taken, including those seemingly "innocuous situa-

tions" that have proven to provide him with a portal into 

the realms of thinking far removed from anything he had 

ever experienced. 

 The presentation promises to be "imaginatively 

challenging" for the audience while not too serious or sci-

entifically esoteric for enjoyment. Whether or not the au-

dience agrees with Clelland's new interpretation of the 

natural world, they will not forget the imaginative journey  

they will take. 

 At one time or another, Mr. Clelland has taught 

nearly all grade levels, first as a special education teacher, 

and later as a regular education teacher.  He worked at 

several elementary schools before transferring to the sec-

ondary level.  Clelland has worked at Langley High 

School, Pimmit (alternative school), Robinson Secondary, 

and Fairfax High School.  Clelland's career in education 

stretches from 1982 to his retirement in 2008. 

 Join us on September 10 for lunch and for a 

presentation that promises to be imaginatively challeng-

ing!  See you on September 10 at the Elks Lodge! 

(See information for  luncheon reservation in column 

two.) ♦ 
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 MEMBER SERVICES TOURS 
by 

Doris Patteson, Director 

OCTOBER 27, 2015 at 2:00 p.m.! 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

PRESENTATIONS OF UK  by RAIL, IMPERIAL CITIES, AND THE 

COLORADO ROCKIES!!!! 

AT THE FCRE OFFICE, SPRINGFIELD APPLE FEDERAL CREDIT 

UNION, 6708 BACKLICK ROAD, Springfield, VA 22150. 

 Another school year is beginning, and isn't it wonderful that we don't have to set our alarm clocks and head back 

to the classroom! Retirement is great, and fall is a wonderful time to travel. If you have nothing on your agenda, let's get 

you started.  Be sure to mark your calendar for the presentation of three more trips on October 27, 2015, at the FCRE 

Office in the Apple Federal Credit Union in Springfield, Va.  We have a few spaces left on our fall trips, so give me 

a call, Doris Patteson at 703-534-3975.  

 The trips for this fall are: 

   1.  Shades of Ireland--leaving September 10, 2015     3.  Heart of the South--leaving November 10        

               2.   Splendid Sicily--leaving October 16                       4.  Southern California (New Year's Tournament 

           Parade)--leaving December 29. 

 There have been some cancellations for these trips.  Call now if you are interested! 

TRIPS FOR 2016!!!!!! 
JANUARY 24-30, 2016--WINTER IN YELLOW- 

 STONE-- a small group trip which features Jack- 

             son Hole, Grand Tetons, sleigh ride on the Elk  

 Reserve, Yellowstone Park, Old Faithful. Enjoy the 

 magic of wintertime in a lovely cold setting. The 

 deposit date has passed, but there are some spaces 

 available. 

FEBRUARY 20-28, 2016--TROPICAL COSTA  

 RICO--  Sorry, but this trip is filled. Place  

 your name on the waiting list for this very  

 popular trip.  Or if you don't make this one, 

 put Costa Rico on your bucket list for nextyear 

MARCH 9-22, 2016--EXPLORING SOUTH  

 AFRICA, VICTORIA FALLS AND BOTS- 

 WANA-- This is an explorer trip which limits  

 the number of participants to 12-24 people. The 

 smaller group allows more flexibility in scheduling 

 and opportunities that are not available on regular 

 trips such as seeing Victoria Falls and Botswana 

 which are options on regular trips. The trip in- 

 cludes 7 wildlife safaris. There is an option to  

 visit Dubai. The season will be fall, and a great  

 to see the animals. The deposit day has passed, but 

 give me a call, and we will check for available  

 openings!!  Call now!  703-534-3975   

JUNE 4-13, 2016--UK BY  RAIL!-- This is a new  

 trip. This is an adventure by train to three of  

 Britain's most lovely cities:  Edinburgh, York, and  

 London. 

 Some of the highlights are:  tour of Edinburgh,  

 Scottish Evening, Edinburgh Castle, St. Andrews 

 Whisky Distillery, York, Castle Howard, London, 

 Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, English pub 

 dinner. Deposit date is November 27, 2015. Cost 

 is $4339 per person, double occupancy, early  

 booking discount of  $250. Includes air fare. 

   continued on page 6 

JULY 23-31, 2015--THE COLORADO ROCKIES. 
 This trip was the former Colorado by Trains trip. 

 It has been modified with a new itinerary.  The  

 highlights of this trip include Denver, Rocky 

 Mountain National Park, Grand Junction, Arches 

 National Park, Canyonlands National Park, 

 Colorado National Monument, Durango, Silverton 

 Narrow Gauge Railroad, Mesa Verde National  

 Park, Pike's Peak, Cog Railroad, and Garden of the 

 Gods. This trip takes you to some of our most  

 beautiful national parks. The deposit date for this 

 trip is January 15, 2016. Cost is $2804 per  

 person, double occupancy, and includes air fare. 
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THANK YOU! 
FCRE would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

Apple Federal Credit Union  for their continued sup-

port in our activities.  We really appreciate you! 

REMEMBER: 
 

FCRE Recommendation:  Do NOT under any circum-

stances withdraw from your Fairfax County Public 

Schools-sponsored health insurance plan.  If you do, 

you cannot rejoin!   

REMEMBRANCES MEMBER SERVICES TOURS 
continued from page 5. 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

TO BE CHOSEN 

ON OCTOBER 8, 2015 

 The duty  of the FCRE Nominating Committee is to 

select a slate of officers  to lead FCRE.  Every year, the Vice 

President and Secretary serve a one year term. 

 The Nominating Committee will select a slate of 

officers  for the positions of  Vice President and Secretary 

for the fiscal year  2016-2017.   

 The Nominating Committee shall include five (5) to 

seven (7) members elected by the general membership.  The 

selection of nominees to this committee will take place dur-

ing the business portion of the second membership meeting 

of the year, October 8, 2015.  Nominations for election of 

committee members shall be made from the floor, provided 

the individual has agreed to be nominated.  If 5 to 7  people 

are nominated from the floor, the president may entertain a 

motion that the five to seven nominees be elected by accla-

mation.  

             If more than seven people are nominated for this 

committee, the election of seven members will be held at the 

business portion of the third membership meeting of the 

year  (December 10, 2015). 

 Start thinking of people to serve on this  

committee!  Be sure to get permission before you nominate 

anyone!♦  

 

Fairfax County Retired Educators  is  

saddened by the loss of several of its members. 

They are: 

 

Frances E. Brown 

June 5, 2015 

 

Lois Loehr Brown 

June 29, 2015 

 

Donald  R.  "Don" Nichols 

May 21, 2015 

 

John F. Schreck 

August 3, 2015 

 

Robert R. "Bud" Spillane 

July 18, 2015 

 

Nancy Valentine 

June 22, 2015 

 

Our prayers and thoughts are with their 

families and friends. 

 Our other trips include:   

IMPERIAL CITIESS-- featuring Prague, Vienna, and Bu-

dapest.  Some of us are going to add an extension to Berlin.  

This trip is scheduled for August 29-September 8, 2016.  

ALBUQUERQUE BALLOON FIESTA, scheduled for 

September 29-October 4, 2016.   

 More information will be in future newsletters. 

 SPOTLIGHT TOURS--Collette has added several 

spotlight tours which are single hotel stays. Some of these 

include:  Dublin, Ireland; London, Paris, French Riviera, 

Florence, Rome, Venice, Barcelona, Madrid, Beijing, San 

Francisco, New York, San Antonio, and New Orleans. Most 

of these trips are from 5 to 9 days.   

 If you are interested in any of the Spotlight Tours, 

call me. I can book these trips through our World Connect 

Program  which is separate from our group tours. And don't 

forget, I can book Collette trips for you to take at your con-

venience. 

 Call me, Doris Patteson, at 703-534-3975, with any 

of your concerns or email  me at:  dpatteson@verizon.net. 

STAY TUNED:   
OCTOBER IS  USUALLY THE  

BEGINNING OF HEALTH 

BENEFITS NOTIFICATIONS.   

WATCH THE MAILS AND  

EMAILS FOR NOTICES FROM YOUR 

HEALTH INSURANCE  

PROVIDERS! 
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BOOK GROUPS 

 ● Annandale Book Group--Dottie Addison, coordinator. 

   Meets the 2nd Wednesday at 12 noon in various places. 

   Call 703-971-8479 for more information. 

● Fairfax City Group--Sue Williams, coordinator.  Meets 

    at  10:30 a.m. on the 1st  Thursday in Barnes and Noble 

    at Fairlakes. 

●  Vienna Tuesday Book Group--Joey Graves,  

    coordinator.  Meets the 2nd Tuesday at the Providence 

     Community Center. The book for September is a  

     selection from Fall For the Book. 

●Vienna Retired Ladies Group--Marlene Gregory, 

   coordinator.  The next meeting will be the 2nd  Wednes- 

   day at 12:30 p.m. at the Oakton Library. The book for 

   September is Stephanie Kallos, Broken For You. 

●    FCRE Group--Meets 2nd and 4th Monday mornings       

       Contact person is Barbara Marshall at 

       571-203-0375 or bmarshall12@verizon.net.  This  

       group will meet at the Vienna American Legion this 

        month.  The Legion is located at 303 Center  St.,  

        Vienna, VA 22180. 

●    Tuesday Morning Group--Coordinator is Sandy  

       Smith.  Meets the 2nd Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in homes. 

●     Third Monday Evening Group--Coordinators are 

        Claudette Coffey and Joey Graves.  Meets in homes 

        at 7:00 p.m. 

●     1st, 3rd, and 5th Monday Bridge Group--Coordinator 

        is Nancy Smagala.  Meets at David R. Pinn  

        Community Center on Zion Road in Burke at 9:45- 

        12:00.   Players do not stay for lunch.  Email  

        nsmagala@aol.com  for more information. 

●     The Review Bridge Group will begin meeting again on 

        Monday, September 14 at 1:00 pm.  This group meets 

        at The Vienna American Legion on the 2nd and 4th 

        Mondays after  the morning bridge there. (See FCRE 

        Group above for the address.) 

        

BRIDGE GROUPS 

 Meet your friends at the Cinema Arts Group which meets at the Cinema Arts Theater on the 3rd Wednes-

day of the month at the Cinema Arts Theatre in Pickett Shopping Center across from Woodson High School. Join your 

friends for a good movie and lunch afterwards at the First Watch Café.   

 Contact person is Alicia Clelland  at clellaap@cox.net    Email Alicia if you would like to  be included on 

the email list for the next film.   

CINEMA   ARTS  

GROUP! 

MEMBER ACTIVITIES  
by 

Barbara Marshall, Director 

FCRE Request for Digital Version of Advocate Newsletter 

If you are interested in receiving the FCRE newsletter in a digital format instead of the 

hard copy presently mailed to you, please fill out the form below and return it to the 

FCRE office. We are offering this option as we move towards digital communications 

with our members.  

Name (please print): ____________________________________________ 

Email address (please print): _____________________________________  

Send this form to: 

FCRE 

P.O. Box 682 

Springfield, VA 22150-0682 
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GOVERNMENT  RELATIONS  TEAM 
by 

Barbara Allen, Director 

 Late this spring and early summer, the Government Relations Team met with Dr. Karen Garza, Superintendent 

of Fairfax County Public Schools, and all the members of the Fairfax County School Board.  Many of our members par-

ticipated in the lobbying effort.  A big thanks to all those involved in this process.  

 FCRE, over the past several years has met with all of the School Board Members for Lunch and Conversation. 

Dr. Garza has attended our Scholarship Luncheon Meetings for the last two years and helped us honor those FCPS grad-

uates who are considering education as a career. 

 At the various meetings with the School Board and Dr. Garza, the Government Relations Team have discussed  

several key issues. These key issues are:   opening a variety of avenues for communication at all levels; maintaining and 

expanding health benefits (in particular, consider reopening the dental plan to retirees.). In support of those still em-

ployed by the County, there were in depth discussions about autonomy in the classroom and autonomy within school 

communities themselves. 

 The Government  Relations Team (with the joint agreement with FEA-R) published a Position Statement earlier 

in the last fiscal year  which is printed here for you. Copies of the Position Statement and a summary of the discussions 

were mailed to Dr. Garza and to each of the School Board members. 

POSITION STATEMENT 

We the Retired Educators of Fairfax County Public Schools 

support the following: 

 ●Open avenues of communication during the  

    decision-making process that recognizes the  

                 importance of participation of retirees, employees, 

                 community groups. 

 ●Restoring the Health and Benefits Advisory 

   Committee and creating new advisory committees 

                 when appropriate. 

 ●Maintaining and expanding the current FCPS 

                 health benefits for retired and current personnel. 

                 This includes: 

  ●Reopening the dental plan for retirees. 

  ●Maintaining membership of retired  

     educators in unified school health plans. 

  ●Maintaining current benefits for  

                                prescription drug benefits for FCPS 

                                retirees. 

                             ●Expanding and revising conditions for the 

                               reentry of retirees into the current health 

                               plan. 

                             ●Increased funding of retiree health benefits 

                               to equal the same as current employees. 

  ●Maintaining the ERFC retirement program for all 

    current and future retirees. 

In support of our currently employed colleagues, the retired 

educators of Fairfax County Public Schools support the 

following: 

 ●Autonomy for the professional practioners who are 

    trained and have expertise in their fields. 

 ● Attention to and improvement of TIME and 

                  WORKING CONDITIONS. 

 ●Maintaining a commitment to the current  

    continuing contract and due process procedures 

    including the three-person fact finding panel, to 

                  ensure fairness. 

 ●Increased compensation which includes step and 

    COLA, and improve benefits for educators as a 

    budget priority.                            

SUMMARY OF RETIREE LOBBYING ISSUES: 

 

 1.   Provide opportunities for input into  

       decisions affecting retirees, such as  

        benefits and pensions. 

 2.   Re-open the dental plan for retirees, with 

       retirees bearing the full cost of the 

       premium. 

 3.   Expand the conditions for retirees to re- 

       enter the FCPS health plan.  Along with 

       "death" and "divorce" also include  

       "loss of health coverage."  These are  

        industry standards. 

 4.  Change the placeholder fee from $30 a 

       month to either a flat fee of $300 or a $30 

       a month fee for one year. 

 5.  Maintain ERFC in its existing form as a 

       defined benefit plan, not only for current 

        retirees, but also future retirees. 

SUMMARY OF ISSUES WE SUPPORT FOR 

CURRENT EMPLOYEES: 

 1.  Return autonomy to the professionally  

       trained practioners,  rather than adhere 

       to a top down decision making process. 

 2.  Improve compensation to bring FCPS 

      into line with surrounding localities. 

 The Government Relations Team works hard to 

keep our concerns before Fairfax County, but we need 

your help.  If you are newly retired, this is your chance to 

get involved to protect your health benefits and pension  

benefits.  Contact me, Barbara Allen, at  

  Barbarawallaceallen@yahoo.com 

and get involved!  Believe or not, it really is fun! 

Our next meeting is September 17, 2015, at the FEA 

Office at 10:00 a. m.  Join us!♦ 
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HOLIDAY FUND RAISER FOR 

W. HAROLD FORD SCHOLARSHIPS! 

DECEMBER  10, 2015! 

BRING YOUR SALE ITEMS TO  

SEPTEMBER 10 LUNCHEON!!!! 

or call the FCRE Office.  We can 

pick up items.  CALL :  703-923-9877 AND LEAVE A MESSAGE!!!! 

GET READY!  FIND YOUR THINGS THAT YOU WANT TO CONTRIBUTE 

FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP  FUNDRAISER!  BELOW IS A LIST OF ITEMS 

THAT ARE SUGGESTIONS:  
 Jewelry:  necklaces, earrings, rings 

 Scarves--time to refresh your wardrobe-give us your old ones! 

 Christmas decorations--any and all! 

 Watches 

 Clocks 

 Tea pots 

 Tea sets 

 Books--murder mysteries, romance novels, etc. 

 Tablet covers for iPads, etc. 

       Cookbooks that you can part with 

 Set of good kitchen knives 

 Small kitchen appliances( hand mixers, expresso  

 machine, toaster, small vacuum cleaner 

 Year supply of Girl Scout Thin Mint cookies 

 Set of drinking glasses 

 Gift basket of  your favorite cheese 

 Children toys:   

 Children books 

 Children DVDs 

 Toy Store gift certificates 

 Gift certificate from a lawn service 

 Basket of spa products—pampering is fun! 

 Basket of fine soaps, lotion 

 Gift certificate from a nursery 

 Gardening tools 

 Gently used purses and bags, tote bags 

 Sunglasses 

 Tent, sleeping bags, camp lantern 

 Hammer, Phillips head screw driver 

      Straight edge screw driver, 

 Electric drill 

 Silk or dried floral arrangement 

 Vases 

 Glass bowls 

 Salt and pepper shakers 

 Vinyl records--any that any of us still have 

 Travel irons 

 Paintings ,  art works. 

***NOTE:  IF YOU 

WOULD PUT A  

SUGGESTED  

PRICE ON YOUR 

ITEMS, 

WE WOULD APPRECI-

ATE IT.!!  

 

REMEMBER, 

ALL PROCEEDS GO 

TO THE SCHOLARSHIP 

FUND! 
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FCRE  ADVOCATE                                              SEPTEMBER  2015 

FAIRFAX  COUNTY RETIRED EDUCATORS 

P.O.  BOX 682 

SPRINGFIELD, VA 22150-0682 
 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD CLASS MAIL 

U.S.POSTAGE PAID 

MERRIFIELD  VA 

PERMIT NO.  1175 TIME SENSITIVE! 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

FCRE LUNCHEON DATES! 

Make your reservation early! 

1. September 10, 2015 

2. October 8, 2015 

3. December 10, 2015 

4. February 11, 2016 

5. April 14, 2016 

6. June 9, 2016 

 

CLIP AND KEEP! 

——————————————————
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************************************************* 

OFFICERS FOR 2015—2016(July 1, 2015—June 30, 2016) 

President………………..John Dent 

Vice President…………. Eva Pappas 

Secretary………………..Anita Cline 

Treasurer………………..Barbara Dent 

President Elect ………….Billie Johnson 

Parliamentarian…............Walt Mika 

 

**************************************** 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: 

Budget and Finance…….Walt Mika 

Communications………..Ken McDaniel 

Health Benefits…………Walt Mika 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS,  continued: 

History and Records……………….Phyllis McDevitt 

Information/Publications…………..Billie Johnson 

Legato School Museum……………Sue Langley 

Government Relations/Legislative...Barbara Allen 

Luncheon Director………………....To be filled 

Membership………………………. To be filled 

Member Activities…………………Barbara Marshall 

Member Services-Tours……………Doris Patteson 

Parliamentarian…………………….Walt Mika 

Program Director…………………...Eva Pappas 

W. Harold Ford Scholarship………. Phyllis Rittman 

***************************************************** 

Office Manager…………………….. Anita Francis 

Remembrances……………………... Kathleen Donnelly  

                                                             Mary McKinley 

Receipts Accounting………………...FCRE Elf 

Membership Records………………..Dee Kirby 

                                                            

TO  REACH 

FAIRFAX COUNTY RETIRED  

EDUCATORS: 

CALL:  703-923-9877  OR 

EMAIL US AT:   fcre@fcre.org  and 

luncheon@fcre.org 

WEBSITE:   www.fcre.org  


